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EDITORIAL 


The excavations by Mr, R. H. Hayes at Kirby Misperton underline the stream of majo: 
investigations undertaken by him over the past forty years. A Transactiongwithout a 
contribution from Raymond Hayes is unthinkable? 


It is a pleasure to welcome two new contributors to the Transactions ,both historians 
with a deep knowledge of the local scene. Mrs. Allison points out the quite remarkable 
continuity of land tenure over the centuries at Kirby Misperton, a phenomenon that Bh 
well be found to be widespread. 


Mr, Dickinson's paper on the light railwayof the First World War on the nearby 
moorlands demonstrates the wisdom of recording these half-forgotten happenings before 
it is too late, 


On the other hand we have lost a contributor in Mr. Peter Farmer who has produced 
regular excavation reports for some years, Mr. Farmer's archaeological activities in 
our area have been quite prodigious and he will be greatly missed. Mr. & Mrs, Farmer 
have decided to make their home on the South Coast and our good wishes go with them, 


Mr, Pye's paper reminds us, if reminder be needed, of the archaeological material 
which still lies waiting to be discovered in the most unlikely places, It is often commented 
that although the great majority of our towns and villages date back:to the time of the 
English Settlements in the 5th - 8th centuries and to a lesser extent to the Danish 
Incursions of the 9th - 10th centuries, it is very rare indeed that anything belonging to 
these centuries has been found, One wonders how many of us have really looked: 


Mr, D, Smith continues his valuable work of collecting information of the smaller 
archaeological finds in our area. 


Contributions to the 1978 Transactions, however small, would be welcomed from 
all me mbers and should be submitted without delay to the Editor. 


F, C, Rimington, 
Cherry Tree Cottage, 
Burniston, 

YO13 OHP. 


EXCAVATIONS AT KIRBY MISPERTON near PICKERING 
By R. H. Hayes 


In 1975 outline planning consent was given by the Ryedale District Council for the 
erection of 8 houses in the field called Calf Garth at Kirby Misperton lying west of the 
roundabout at the junction of the main street and the road to Pickering. I was asked by 
the Dept. of the Environment to watch on their behalf the work in this field in case anything 
of archaeological importance was unearthed, After examination of the site with 
Mrs, M. K. Allison and Mr, D, Smith, when visible footings of stone were noted in the 
S.E. corner and various mounds and hollows on the east side of the field, lapplied to the 
owners, Scotia Pleasure Parks Ltd. , and the tenant, Mr, N. Bulmer, for permission to 
put trial trenches down and this was done from May 1975 to July 1976. As we had only 
3 or 4 volunteers to help, work was limited to two days per week, with intervals when the 
clay was baked by the sun to almost concrete hardness or was too wet and sticky to dig. 


Even so, during this period we excavated over 40m, ina strip varying frem 6 to 10m. 
in width and from 0.5m, to 1.2m, in depth at the east side of the field. In addition 12 
trial holes were dug further west but most of these showed little sign of occupation. 
Later Mr, W. J. Marwood made a valuable survey of the whole field and helped with the 
digging throughout the excavation. Mrs, Allison also dug on most of sites 1 and 2 and did 
the washing and marking of much of the pottery and other finds. Mr. D, Smith helped 
at intervals with others on shorter visits. We had useful information from several of 
the villagers, 


Kirby Misperton lies on a low ridge of land 120 to 125ft. above sea-level, in the 
centre of the Vale of Pickering, with the Costa Beck flowing a short distance to the north 
and east, According to the Geological Survey the village is on boulder clay and a band of 
red on their map denotes sand and gravel on the site. None however was found in our 
trenches or under the cobbled occupation areas, only Kimmeridge Clay was found with 
weathered sandstones and shales (1), A quarry pit in the north-east corner was reputed 
to have been working for gravel but it only showed silty brown or grey clay. 


The clay was exceedingly difficult to dig and testified to the statement by J. G. Evans 
(2) "our present - day heavy clay soils, unbelievably sticky, caking into iron-hard clods 
in summer and very retentive of water are a legacy of at least two thousand years of 
human exploitation. Neolithic man could have cultivated such soils successfully for a few 
years but cropping and grazing with the absence of lime and manure would rapidly lead 
to a loss of nutrients and structure with subsequent waterlogging, " 


Early man certainly did live in the area; worked flints and pebble tools were found on 
the site, though not in quantity. There is a fair list of local stone axes which has grown 
since Elgee published his 'Early Man' in 1930 (@), In the Kirk Collection there was a 
collared Urn from near the village and the base and side of a Corded Beaker from Costa 
Beck was thought to have come from the Mitchelson Collection (4), On this beck, half 
a mile to the north of the village an impressive amount of Iron-Age pottery has been 
found (5) though none as yet from the village itself. 


- | - 


SITE 1 (Figs. 2 and 3) 


The only visible foundations were in the south-east corner, they appeared to be 
footings of a wall parallel to the village street, though only about 2.5m. were to be seen, 
the remainder went under the hedge into the adjoining field. One course of rectangular 
blocks of sandstone with some limestone divided by a large worn slab of sandstone, 
probably the threshold as underneath it were two cup-like hollows, sockets for a door- stop. 


At the end of the wall-footings was a line of limestone blocks apparently forming the 
side of a cross-walk, 2,5m. longand 1.5m. wide. At the west end was a square base- 
stone, 35 by 30cms., recessed to holda cruck-beam, Nearby was a larger slab of 
limestone and, close to the hedge, a rectangular setting of bricks, not a hearth but might 
have been a stand fora water-tank, Many crude bricks in this area suggested brick 
floors as described in the Terrier of 1764 (6), On the west side scanty footings and 
pitching of the west wall was 6,5m. from its counterpart on the east side. It had been 
levelled in recent years and a spread of tumbled stones 3m. wide marked its remains, 

In this was much post-medieval pottery, broken wine bottles, clay pipes, metal objects 

and animal bones. Just below the surface were several pieces of 18th cent. slipware 
including the Tulip Vase and saucer (Fig.6, 3-4), also green-glazed bowls and platters, 
much bottle-glass and some thin greenish window-glass and a large bulb from a leaded light. 


At the east side of Site 1 was a line of 8 boulders and some bricks, almost like the 
curb of a road, not exactly in line with the S.E. walling. One of these boulders was a 
block of Olivene Basalt, the rest were Corallian Limestone or sandstone. The interior 
was almost devoid of occupation debris, merely hard brown clay with a spread of small 
stones and some broken bricks, Pottery, though scarce, included the late medieval 
pipkin (Fig. 6,No, 11) and scraps of metallic glazed ware and of metal the horse~bit 
(Fig. 8, No. 16) and part of a shoe-buckle. The west wall tumble continued until it faded 
into the cobbled hollow-way or yard to the north, The clay floor was broken by tree roots 
in this portion. We assumed the north end of the site, 3 - 4m. by 6.5m., had been the 
byre, divided from the dwelling by the cross-walk, The rest of this building beyond the 
hedge lies in the field to the south belonging to Mr. K. J. Tabor. 


A section (Fig. 3, A-B) was dug through mixed clay and stones under the brick stand 
and limestone slab near the south hedge. There appeared to be a depression or hollow | 
to the depth of half a metre below the level of the natural clay. In this were eroded sherds | 
of medieval date (Fig. 6, Nos 14-19) similar to those from Site 2. A few earlier sherds 
were found on the higher level of the clay floor but there was no indication of an earlier 
dwelling. 


Between Sites 1 and 2 was a cobbled yard or hollow-way. The top-soil was very thin 
here, clay almost to the surface but there were 30cms, of soil in the hollow. Several 
post-medieval sherds, part of a stone-ware decorated jar, an iron clamp and animal 
bones were found on the cobbles, nothing below. Two parallel trenches were dug by 
Mr, R. S. Close three and five metres west of Site 1. In the first was a large block 
of limestone Ghelly Corallian) which we thought was part of the natural rock. 


- Q- 


In Dec. 1976 G. W. Goodall uncovered this stone again and dug down the side for 

Prof, J. E. Hemingway to examine it, The stone was 75cm, by 30cm, thick and rested 
on the Kimmeridge Clay at 60-70cms. below the turf, One green~glazed sherd was 
found at 35cms. down but on the cobbles at 15-25cms. in these trenches the pottery was 
all comparatively recent or post-medieval, 


SITE 2 (Fig. 4) 

This was a prominent ridge running roughly east-west, rising from the cobbled 
hollow to over lm, high and 9-10m. in width, rather like a ploughridge which it may well 
have been. Unlike Site 1 which was totally excavated, the depth of soil and clay here was 
such that we had to work with a series of 2m. trenches over an area of some 10 square 


metres extended to 14m, in two places. The result was a complex of post-holes with 
two shallow gullies (drains?), 


These post-holes do not give any definite shape for a swelling and are not aligned 
with the village street, One gully (Fig. 3, E-F) ran east-west, the other, east of the 
hearth, ran north-south. They were 0.5m, in width, and cut 10-14cms, into the natural 
clay. A little charcoal was found in them with some dark soil but not enough to consider 
them as slots for foundation sill-beams. Down the central area (Fig, 3, A-B) was another 
hollow almost like a shallow ditch, this hada few 13th cent, sherds in the filling and 
was 1.1m. deep below the turf, It could not be found 1m, to the east and faded out as the 
clay rose to.the west. Cookpot rims (Fig. 7, 26,28) were found at 70cms, down, 


In section E-F a thin layer of charcoal 30cms, above the natural clay contained a 
staxton-type rim and part of a-bullock shoe (Fig. 8, 21) with scraps of cook-pot and 
yreen-glazed ware. Section C-D was from the hedge to 1lm. west where the mound 
levelled out. The lower occupation layers were on small stones and cobbles which varied 
n density and seemed to have slid down-hill towards the hedge. There were a few large 
slabs of limestone and a few broken bricks in the topsoil but very few roofing slates, 
nostly re-used, A concentration of sherds in squares 2-6 included several rims of 
-ookpots with a reddish slip (Fig. 7, 26-27), Three areas of ash and charcoal were found. 
'wo were about 1m, north of the central peg, they were not heavily burnt and contained 
nainly green-glazed fragments, the rim of a jug (Fig. 7, 16) and aniron handle, The 
smaller ash-heap was rather higher and less than 0.5m, to the north-east of it was the 
omplete skeleton of a pig. It was 1.3m. long lying in brown soil and clay, there was no 
race ofa recent pit, We asked the farmer if he had buried a pig there but he had no 
ecollection of doing so, All the sherds on or around the skeleton were medieval 
Fig, 7, 21,33), Why this animal had not been eaten is a mystery ~ did it die from some 
irulent disease or was it a ritual burial like the abortive calf at Danby (7)? Other pig 
ones and tusks were found on the site, all food debris. 


The main hearth was 6-7m. north of the central peg. It was 2m. by lm. and composed 
f 8 or 9 pieces of burnt roofing slate of Elland Flagstone, a material often used for 
‘oofing Roman buildings though limestone or calcareous grit slates are more usual on 
nedieval sites in Ryedale. One of the Elland slates, though broken, was 14 by 12cms, 
nd 1 to S5cms, thick, with a round nail-hole, Some burnt slates of this type were found 
ha wall at Lastingham near the site of the Benedictine foundation of St. Mary's York, 
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(8). The hearth had a thick layer of wood or peat ash and was set on natural clay. 

Near it was a roughly circular setting of stones thought to be another post-hole but 

no hole was found underneath it - most likely it was a stand for cooking utensils, 

Part of a coopot rim with a deep lid-groove found in the clay close by fitted another piece 
of the same rim from the central area of site 2, 8m. to the south. From this we 
concluded that the hearth and post-holes round it belonged to the same dwelling or its 
out~shut, 


POST-HOLES (Fig. 4) 

Of the post-holes, Nos. 1,2 and 14 were most impressive, though some of the others 
were deep, well-packed examples, 
PH.1, Lay 1.7m. east of the central peg, it had a substantial stone packing consisting 
of two large rounded boulders on the south and west sides and a limestone slab on the 
east, The base-stone was a massive piece of Mid-Jurassic sandstone with fossilized 
rootlets, pick-marked and burnt, rather resembling part of aquern, It was 28cm, by 
20cm, and 77cm, thick, It had held a post about 18cm. by 15cm, in size and rested ona 
layer of mixed clay and rubble with several small sherds including jug rim Fig. 7,35, 
PH, 2. was only 1.5m. north-east of PH,1., it had a burnt stone on top of the packing and 
was 30cm. below the turf - the mound was much lower here. The packing, of smaller 
flat or rounded stones, had a limestone slab on the west side. It had held a post about 
20 by 15cm., resting on flat slabs of stone, In the top-soil was a glazed rim from a jug 
with a large oval handle (Fig. 7,-40) and a square rim with large grits, also 2 Staxton- 
type rims. Between the two post-holes, on the natural clay surface was part of a large 
thumb-impressed base. The bones of the pig lay only 30cm. to the west of PH:2, Two 
metres north was PH.12, another well-packed hole with small stones around it, sunk 
30cm, into the clay, It-had held a post, 30-35cm, in diam. and had a filling of Sticky 
black clay with some 13-14th cent, sherds. 


One metre north of PH.12 were PH's 10 and 11, No. 10 was not well-packed, it had 
a flat slab on edge at the NW. side, the post had probably been similar in size to the 
others, Only 1.3m. west was No. 11 - well-packed with small stones, its post had been 
14 by 18cm, and sunk 30cm. into the clay. There was a hollow between these post-holes 
and No, 12, in it was a large accumulation of pottery including the highly decorated glazed 
handle (Fig. 7, 39), the rest mainly 13-14th cent. 


Just under the turf of PH's 10 and 11, a line of stones extended 4.4m. east-west, 
One was a heavy piece of ironslag, the other stones were slightly burnt. They turned 
for Im, to the north but no further extension was found. Under these stones and in the 
topsoil to the north side were a few post-medieval sherds and a complete limestone 
roofing slate, The line of stones looked more like a kerb or border to a garden plot of _ 
late date. At 35cm. below the turf and 25cm. from these stones was part of a wide dish 
or platter (Fig. 7, 44) of late 15th-16th cent, and Newby-Stearsby flanged dish rims 
(Fig. 7, 42 & 43), Another group of PH's lay from 1m. to 3.5m, north and north-west 
of the main hearth. The depth of topsoil here was only 20-30cm, PH,5 was 8m. north 
of the central peg; it had a packing of flat squarish stones spread over a square metre, 
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whe hole was 30 by 25cm. , tapering to 20mm. there was no base-stone. In the packing 
yas a thick body-sherd, a large ox-bone and a cookpot rim (Fig. 7, 34), 


PH's 6, 7 & 8 were all in close proximity, No, 6 was well packed and had a flat base- 
lab of limestone, 40 by 25em. In the filling was a cookpot rim of S, MP. Type 42 (9), 
art of a green-glazed red-ware jug, part of a roofing slate and some bones, all in the 
shy black soil of the filling, PH.7 was only 1.5m. north of PH.5, its packing of small 
tones contained some lumps of iron-slag and more of these lay in the base of the hole 
Ocm. below the turf level. In the vicinity of this group were 22 glazed sherds (but only 
rims), 32 unglazed body sherds and 9 rims, mainly cookpots plus a cleat nail and 
nimal bones. Some of the charred material under them looked like burnt thatch, 

H.8 was 25 by 20cm. diam. and 30cm, deep, in the filling was the base ofa platter 
fig. 6, 10), PH.9, 1.5m. west of No. 8, was packed with five upright stones, it - 
as 30cm, deep and the post had been 25 by 20cm. In the topsoil was part of a clay pipe. 


One metre south-west was a closely-paved area with some stones on edge which 

lay have been part of another post-hole, Many sherds lay on and around this level, 

8 glazed body~sherds and 3 rims, 2 pieces of thumbed bases, 6 rims and 30 body-sherds 
ll unglazed, with part of an iron knife (Fig. 8, 24), 


Four metres south of PH's 5 & 9 and 2m, south-west of the hearth was the large 
tone-packed post-hole No, 14, This covered 75 by 80cm, extending 30cm. into the 
lay. The post had been 35 by 30cm. in diam. In the packing on the north side was a 
ocket-stone of limestone obviously re-used, not in situ. There were a few scraps of 
lazed and unglazed ware, bones of pig and dog and burnt stones in the make-up. Between 
d's 12 and 14 many stones lay on the clay and there was an irregular line of stones at 
)- 40cm, down, but byno means part of a wall, Only two rather insignificant post- 
les, Nos, 3 & 4 were found on the south-west side of Site 2, despite extending the 
enches 4m, to the west, In PH.4 part of a cookpot was found, (Pigy’ 7320), 


The north end of Site 2, 11 - 12m. north of the central peg had a narrow balk left 
id the next 4m, had little in the way of pottery or finds, merely a few 16 - 17th cent, 
lerds, a glazed platter and 2 pieces of roofing slate. To the north-west side the stones 
ere only 10 - 14cm. under the turf and were more closely set. On the edge of this 
ving was a coin (No, 2), probably George II or III, 


SITE 3 (Fig. 5) 

It was decided to make this paved and cobbled area, roughly 4 by 2.5m. and just 
ider the turf, a separate site, In the north-west corner a coin of George V in mint 
mdition was found on a large flat slab of limestone. On and between the other stones 
sre a flanged rim of the 16th cent. Stearsby-Newby Type 6 (10), eroded medieval 
lerds and wine bottle glass, The stones were a late feature, but sections A-B and C-D 
ig. 5) showed a layer of darker soil down to 0.5m. below the turf. In this were a few 
erds of 13 - 14th cent. date including the rim and side of a large sandy-grey bowl 
ig. 7, 29), similar to the S.M.P. Type 48/2 or Staxton Fig. 12/24 and cookpot rims. 
1¢ natural clay was 60 to 70cm. down here. 
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Twelve trial holes of lm, square were dug to natural clay. Those on the west side 
of the field produced nothing medieval but Nos. 8 and 9, only 4m. west of Site 2 
roduced 30 sherds similar to those found on the central area, also a small lead object, 
possibly a weight. One square, No. 12, over the ditch east of the street produced many 
stones in sticky clay to almostlm, deep, but nothing medieval. 


When the foundation holes for the uprights of the farmer's shed were dug on the 
west side of the field in July 1976 no pottery or finds were seen but water rose 15 to 
30cm, on the heavy clay despite the drought conditions. 


SUMMARY 


Site 1 was the site of a post-medieval long-house and byre, little of it was left in 
the south-east corner, but more lies in the field to the south. The hedge over these 
foundations is probably of enclosure date as it contains only three tree-species, mainly 
quickthorn, whilst the east hedge has nine or ten species and is thus likely to be much 
older. 


The dwelling was that of a yeoman farmer, fairly prosperous judging by the numerous 
wine bottles and clay pipes. Houses of this type with thatched roofs, timber beams and 
brick floors are recorded in the Terriers of K.M.P., 1716 - 1764 (11). 


The structure was divided from Site 2 by a cobbled yard. Site 2 was intensively 
occupied in the 13 - 14th cent. bus less so later and appears to have been abandoned 
by the 16th cent. , possibly at the dissolution of the monasteries. It may well have been 
one of the St. Mary's York messuages (12), Plough-riggs must have been made over the 
site after the 14th cent. 


The plan of the post-holes does not give much indication of the shape of the building, 
we may infer it was a timber and clay structure with thatched roof as the few slates 
found were mostly re-used from an earlier building for the hearth and floor. 


The pig burial is curious - was it a dedication offering or the result of a disease? 
The abundant pottery shows what a great variety of types were used at that period, 
they were mainly from the south side of the Vale though some may be the products of 
the Pickering potters. There was no Saxon ware as we had been told to expect (13), 


This mass of pottery and metal work gives some indication of life in Kirby 
Misperton in the Middle Ages and in post-medieval times but is difficult to equate 
with the documentary evidence studied by Mrs. Allison which showed that Kirby 
Misperton was a rich living during these periods and the scene of many land transactions 
between the Church and laymen. 


POTTERY FROM SITE 1 (Fig. 6) 


Several dozen sherds, mostly post-medieval, were found on the clay floor or mixed 
with the tumble of the west wall. A glance at Figs. 6 & 7 will show the difference 
between the two sites. Only at the north end of Site 3 did any pottery matching the 
majority of Site 1 sherds occur. 
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The wares from the scanty remains of the post-medieval long-house are of good 
quality, they were associated with wine bottle necks and bases, with abundant clay 
pipes, metal-work and animal bones, This points to the residence of a fairly 
prosperous yeoman farmer whose women-folk used elegant table-ware, Had it not 
been for the recent levelling of the site the pottery may have survived in fair 
condition. Similar sherds were found in trial holes in the adjacent field to the south 
(14) and west of Bellifax Grange, two miles to the south of Kirby Misperton (15), 


Fig. 6, No. 1. Handled jar or tyg, tile-pink to buff, dark brown treacly glaze, 
jull interior, Two or three handles, Restored from fragments. On clay floor near 
sross~walk, where pieces of other pots in this ware (dark brown to black), handles 
and footring bases were found, Cistercian Ware survival, 16 - 17th cent. Fig. 6, 

No, 2, Stew-jar, tile-pink fabric, good green glaze, May have had horizontal handles 
or lugs. West wall tumble on clay floor. Cf, Midlands Yellow Ware, Form 4, 
1570 - 1650 (16). 


Fig 6, No. 3. Beaker or flower-vase., Thin brown ware with excellent brown 
glaze all over, Tulip motif in brown or yellow-green slip, another rim of the same 
type, Topsoil, near brick stand and coin of George III, late 18th cent. 

Fig. 6, nos. 4to 7, Slip ware sometimes called Tiger Ware. 
No. 4, Small saucer-like dish, tile-pink fabric, unglazed exterior, good brown glaze 
interior, broad and narrow stripes outlined in black. Knurled edge to rim, Restored 
from é pieces, Queen Anne period, c.1702. 
Nos. 5 & 6, Platters in the same ware. Knurled edge, brown and yellow pattern, 

0. 7. Part of rim of small thin cup-feathered design. 
Nos. 8 & 9. Bases of cups, carinated, base buff with red outer slip, yellow glazed 
interior, No. 8 from Hutton-le-Hole almost identical with No. 9 from Site 1. 
No, 10. Large platter, 35cm. diam., dirty green glaze, blackened outer edge and 
inderside. Several other pieces found in topsoil on Site 3, Plentiful at Bellifax Grange 
and Potter Hill, Pickering (17) and found at Stearsby kiln with 15 - 16th cent. ware, 
No, 11, Pipkin, dark buff, patches of green glaze, sooty exterior, glazed interior, 
small pinched spout. On clay floor of byre, only example found, Cf, A.J., Vol. 11, 
3-4, 1960, Fig. 3, No. 17 - J. G. Hurst ‘Late Medieval Pottery at Westminster 
Abbey’, 16th cent, 
No. 13, Wide bowl, 25cm. diam, stony buff to grey. Poor metallic worn glaze, 
interior dark green, Similar one from late wall at Spaunton Manor (18), 17-18th 
ent, Many fragments in west wall scatter. ) 
No. 12. Rim of deep bow! in same fabric. 
Nos, 14-19, Rims from medieval cookpots from Section A-B, under brick stand 
iid limestone slab, All unglazed, Earlier occupation debris. No. 14, Small 
00kpot, 12-15cm. diam., dirty buff ware, thin walled, Similar rims from Levisham 
Valley Church (19), also from Otley Manor (Y.A.J. 45, Fig. 10, 5 & 7, Saxo-Norman? 
thers of S.M.P. Types 42/2 or 50, Nos. 15-16, The square rims very like one from 
Thornton Riseborough lost village site 20), No. 18, Rim and side of a large cookpot 
or pan (cf. Fig. 8, No, 1), pimply bright orange ware, diam. 30cm. Under west 


all footings. 
gs a 


FIG: 5 


| 


1+ 
am 
L_. 
W) 


Peep SO 


Bee 


OO dion oy 


ee a 


i ee i 


as. 


' 
¢ 
\ 


The trenches west of Site 1 produced only a few worn sherds of similar types to 
those found on Site 1 floors, The cobbled hollow to the north had similar wares. 
Fragments of Bellarmine or German stone- ware turned out on the cobbles. 


POTTERY FROM SITES 2 and 3 (Fig. 7) 


From over 150 rims, body sherds and bases, 34 are drawn on Fig, 7, of unglazed 
ware over 100 rims and about the same number of base sherds, decorations is confined 
to thumbing on the rim and, rarely, wavy lines. About 80% are from cookpots, the 
rest jars with a few bowls. Bases are mainly sagging, with a few inturned body-pieces 
as No, 51, The bung-holed examples, Nos. 49 and 50, are unusual, No. 49 was heavily 
sooted and can be compared to one from Hatterboard (6S. M.P., Rep. 3, Type 57) thought 
to be late 13th cent. though the type is usually dated late 14-15th cent. The light thin- 
walled flanged type(No. 20) is a survival from a much earlier period, they were very 
plentiful in Ryedale in the 12-14th cent, (21). Cookpots with a rectangular rim and 
finger-impressed outer edge, as Nos. 21,22 and 25, were plentiful on Site 2, over 40 
examples with a few from Site 3, These are a product of the Staxton kilns and other 
sites on the south-east side of the Vale of Pickering (Flixton Carr, 1952, T.C.M. 
Brewster & S.M.P. Types 39/44/45), The fabric varies from light to dirty buff, grey 
or brown, Some are very distorted and may represent wasters sold cheaply to peasant 
farmers. Nos, 26 & 27 are samples of another common type in the Vale and Ryedale 
(S.M,P., Type 42), some 24 of these came from Site 2, several with a pimply red-pink 
burnish on the exterior. 


Square-rimmed pots as Nos. 30-32, were fairly common (see Fig. 6, Nos 15-16), 
Type 32, S.M.P. is probably a 12th cent. survival found at Hutton-le-Hole, Hatterboard 
and elsewhere in Ryedale. it was noted on Site 2, usually on the lower occupation levels. 
No, 29 from Site 3, well below the cobbled area, is the only example with incised wavy 
lines on the rim and body. It is part of a thick sandy-grey~ware bowl - a type found 
at Staxton and Flixton Carr (22). 


GLAZED WARE, SITE 2. (Fig. 7) 

About one third of the total sherds from this site were glazed, including over 30 
rims, several with handles, from jugs or pitchers. Two handles, Nos, 38 and 39, 
were highly decorated, No. 40 was an unusual twisted type. Rims Nos. 42 & 43, from 
flanged bowls had dull green glaze, usually very sooted, a 15 - 16th cent, type made 
in the Newby kilns (23) and at Stearsby (24), from Site 3 cobbled area and in topsoil 
elsewhere. 


No. 44, a wide-mouthed dish, diam. 30cm., tile~pink with dull interior glaze is 
a 15 - 16th cent. type, though found 35cm, down near PH,12, Nine other examples 
found, Fig. 7, No. 45 is from the rim of a large bowl, diam. 30cm., Grey-ware, 
mottled green glazed interior, this frilled-collar type was made at the Newby kilns 
(Ayton, 27/2) and Stearsby (Type 6), 15 - 16th cent. 


Of glazed bases 65 examples were found, 30: were the thumb-impressed 
sagging bases from large jugs. Some, as No. 46 had only a few evenly-spaced 
impressions, others, Nos, 47 - 48, had several rather haphazard impressions. 
No, 47 was on the natural clay between PH's 1 & 2, The colour varied from pinky 
buff to bright orange-red, dark grey was rare, 


Nos, 52, 53 and 54 are from aquamaniles - 52 and 53 from body sherds, green- 
glazed with scales and No. 54 was identified by J.H. as the leg from one of these 
vessels attached to a plug of clay 6. M.P., Type 27). 


UNGLAZED WARE, SITE 2, Fig. 7 


No, 20, Pieces of cookpot, restored; this is a type found commonly in Ryedale and 
the Vale of Pickering, akin toS.M.P. Type 41/A or 42/2, Also found at Spaunton 
manor, examples in R.F.M., Hutton-le-Hole, Sinnington, Levisham Church Field 
and Rosedale West Medieval Iron Workings where is occurred near a coin of Edward 
I (1308) 24), It was found in PH.4 and 18 examples elsewhere on Site 2. 

No, 21, Blackend sooty rim of 35cm, diam, cookpot or large pan, another found near 
the skeleton of the pig. Dark grey-to-red core, fabric like the bung-holed base 

No, 49, but: the form belongs to the large group of 40 found on Site 2, cf. Nos, 22 & 
25 mentioned above, 

Nos, 23-24, Examples of another common type of cookpot (6. M.P., 42/3, 4 etc.) 
This, along with varieties 26 & 27, occur widely in the district, Keld Head, 

Lascelles Hall site, Pickering, & Otterburn Garth, Lastingham (5), One was found 
in the south-east corner of Site 2 at 85cm. below the turf. A pimply reddish 
burnished type has been noted. 

No, 28, Lid-seated jar or cookpot. Buff to light grey exterior, deep groove inside 
of lip. Uncommon, only 2 examples, but one piece of the rim 28 was found in the 
central area 70 - 80cm. down and the other 8m. to the narth close to the hearth, 

only 35cm, down. Probably 13th cent. but Thetford Ware is very similar in form; 

cf, King's Square, York (Y.A.J., XLU, Pl. 166, Fig: 6}No, 22); 

Nos, 30-32, A very plentiful type in the district, square rims, a feature usually 
associated with 11 - 13th cent, sites. A pimply light-buff ware also found at Thornton- 
Riseborough, Northolme and ether places. 

No, 33. Rim in pimply sandy-buff ware, diam. 18cm., from skeleton of pig 35cm. 
down. Cf, the 12th cent, -hall at Huttons Ambo, Fig. 7, No. 13 (26), 

No, 34, Small jar, light-grey blackened exterior, another with patches of pitted 

and eroded slip or glaze, 12-13th cent. Found with thumbed bases of Type Nos. 47-48. 


GLAZED WARE, SITE 3 


Some twenty or more rims from jugs and pitchers 

No, 35, Club-rimmed pitcher with pinched spout and thumbed round handle, orange-red 
ware, dirty brown glaze, vertical scored lines. Several pieces of this vessel, others 
with wavy or flowing lines, but only one with applied strips and pellets, as S.M.P., 
20/1. No. 35 was very sooted as was a thumbed base nearby - were the peasants fond 
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of mulled ale? From central area near PH,1, 

No, 36, Jug rim and round handle in smooth orange ware, two patches of green 
glaze on exterior, Base No, 47 could belong to this rim, both were found 70-75cm, 
down between PH's 1 and 2 on natural clay (27), 

No. 37, Rim of jar or jug in stony grey ware, blackened in places, from near 
PH.7. These diamond-shaped rims may be 15th cent, though found 45cm. down. 
No, 38, Finger and thumb impressed handle, grey with light-green glaze, A 
similar handle found at Bellifax Grange. The typeis figured by D. S. Rennas 13th 
’ cent, from Hatfield, Herts (28), 

No, 39. Highly decorated round handle from very near large jug, buff-grey dark 
green to brown glaze on top, spots only below. Wavy lines down sides, combed 
or stabbed decoration between, Unparalleled though found near PH.12 with some 
60 sherds of jugs and unglazed Staxton ware cookpots, 

No, 40, Twisted, round, green-glazed strips, probably from handle of jug, as 
No, 10, Pl. XXVI West Hartlepool (29), though not unlike part of a twisted finial 
from Kildale Manor, 

No. 41, Broad strap handle with two deep grooves and figured ridges. Stony 
light-grey core, light green to yellow glazé. ~ Occupation level between Sites 2 

and 3, Probably 14 - 15th cent. 

Nos. 43 - 44, Flanged bowls of 15th - 16th cent. 

Nos, 46 - 48, Already-mentioned examples of thumbed or fingered bases, usually 
sagging, The thumbing was to steady and strengthen the larger vessels. 

Nos, 49 - 50. The bung-holed jar or cistern, sometimes called the York. Type (30). 
In sandy-orange ware made at the Stearsby kilns, type 11 (10). Found at most of 
the Yorkshire abbey sites and at Rosedale and many other sites, Two fragmentary 
green-glazed bung-holed bases from Site 1 and the earlier type 49 - 50 from Site 2. 
The vessels are usually double-glazed with frilling and upaaiianc on the body and 
rim. Dated 15th - 16th cent. 

No, 15, The largest piece of broad flat base with inturned wall, Usually rilled 
inside, cf, Flixton Carr, (24) Nos. 15 - 16. 15 examples from Site 2, 

Nos. 52-53. See above, 54 probably from aquamanile, though tripod dishes from 
Stearsby and Potter House had similar feet. 


NOT FIGURED - A curious rim in tile-pink with metallic glaze, like chafing-dish 
from Rosedale glass furnace (31), 

An unusual rim and shoulder of large jar or jug in dirty grey-ware with thick olive- 
green glaze and combed and rouletted decoration in two zones. Probably late 
medieval, from topsoil PH, 6-7, 

Part of a tall upright rim of pitcher in hard pimply grey fabric, from near PH.2. 
Several oval ribbed handles in orange-buff with green glaze. 

Pipkin handles, unusually scarce though found in the Pickering & Ryedale districts. 


The metallic green-glazed ware of Site 1 and the upper layers of Site 3 is also 
plentiful at Bellifax Grange and is probably of local origin. Very little has been 
published of the wares from the Malton district and the kilns on the south side of 
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the Vale are only described in pottery reports (Refs, 22 & 27). 


The pottery from Kirby Misperton will probably be given to the Malton Museum 
if the owners of the land are agreeable, It forms the only excavated group from 
the Pickering-mid-Vale area, 


GLASS 
Only figured in the report prepared for the Department of the Environment, 


From Site 1 the necks and bases of ten large wine bottles, found mainly inside 
the dwelling near the south hedge, in the topsoil around the brick stand and over 
the cross-walk, The material was green to very dark, almost black, with bubbles 
and gold patina. No. 2 of the D.O.E. report was distorted and bubbly like Fig. 63, 
No, 46 from the Hutton-le-Hole 16th cent. Glass Kiin (31), also the rim of a small 
bottle or flask (cf. Fig. 63/45) and base (Fig. 63/58). 

The bottle necks were 8 - 9cm, long, 2 - 5mm. thick, rim diam, 3cm. One or two 
necks were from Site 3, only broken pieces of glass in the topsoil on Site 2. 

No, 10 of the D.O.E. report shows a glass bottle seal just over 2,5cm, in yellow- 
green opaque material, very dark. It shows a dog facing right, on simple cable 
pattern applied to the exterior of the bottle by pres sing a separate matrix on it, 
Rarely of later date than 1680, 


WINDOW GLASS 


This was not plentiful. One piece of clouded ice-green bulb of a type found in 
many 17 - 18th century windows came from the south-east corner of Site 1 on the 
wall footings. 

Another piece of similar glass 12,5cm, long, rolled edge, slightly curved, 2 - 3mm, 
thick, 

25 pieces of this pale-green glass, weathered patina, some only Imm, in thickness,, 
Largest piece 7.5 by 5.5cm. Quarrels for diamond-shaped leaded lights, 


CLAY TOBACCO PIPES 


From floor and topsoil of Site 1, six complete bowls, 5 fragments, 25 stems 
5mm, diam. and 8 stems 9-10mm, diam. 
1 Bowl with stepped foot, Oswald's Type A4, 1600 - 1640, 
2 Bowl of Type 5, common at York, 1650-80, four other examples. 
Two broken bowls of Oswald's Type 1lb, 1780 - 1850. Two broken decorated pieces 
of early 19th cent. A few stems from other sites, The amjority fit well with the 
period of Site 1, 


JET 


Five pieces of jet were found showing chipping but only one was worked, a small 
Square bead 10mm, square, hole 2mm, diam, Site 2 topsoil, only roughly finished, 
may be medieval. 
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FLINT 


Several pieces of flint in the subsoil and clay, seven showed signs of flaking 
including a translucent triangular flake and a curved serrated-edge knife-saw. 
A good scraper in light Wold flint anda very eroded one in red-brown flint 50cm, 
down, Also an abraded quartz pebble used for Knapping, 


STONE 


HONES: three hones were found, all on Site 2., one of light- grey micaceous schist, 
broken, 6cm, long by 2.5cm. wide, slightly curved sides, cf, London Mus. Med. 
cat., p.293. Said to be found in France but not in England, Prof, Hemingway thinks 
it may have come from north Scotland. The other two hones were in coarse dark- 
grey stone, 8cm. long, 10mm, thick, with rounded ends, 


SPINDLE WHORL 


One of fine close-grained silty sandstone, 3 by 1.9cm., hole 10mm. 
Undecorated, Not uncommon on medieval sites. From near Prd 8 


OTHER STONES 


Three rounded stone pounders (?), much worn and abraded. 
Several pieces of heavily burnt roofing-slates re-used as hearth-stones. The most 
complete slate was 15cm, by 12cm., the hole 12.5mm., diam. , probably it had been 
20 - 25cm, long originally. Eland Coal-Measure Flagstone of a type often used on 
Roman buildings, could have come from Malton,. 
Only a few broken limestone roofing-slates - so common at Spaunton Manor, one 
from Site 2, 25 by 20cm., 12.5mm. thick, Corallian Limestone with fossils, another 
slate was a piece of yellow Kellaways Rock. 
The sandstone threshold and limestone slab already mentioned and a small socket- 
stone found as packing in PH.14 - also of limestone, 
A chamferred stone and moulding fragment may have come from the Church 
restorations, 
Part of a circular column of millstone grit in gully, Site 2, 35 - 40cm. down. 


BRICKS 


Many crude bricks were found on the floor levels of the dwelling end of Site 1, 
The terrier of 1764 described the parsonage as having a kitchen and hall floor of 
laid brick, much of Kirby Misperton was rebuilt in brick by the late 19th cent. 


The Tithe Award map of 1845 (@orthwick Inst.) givea clues to early local 
brickyards, They existed at Brick Kiln Close, west of low Barn, another south of 
Great Carr SE 770805) and Mr, J. R. Dawson pointed out two more west of Sugar 
Hill Farm, 


Mr, J. Crossley of Kirbymoorside Brick Works kindly examined the bricks from 
Site 1, He said they were 'slop-moulded’, i.e. lubricated with water and probably 
fired ina clamp kiln. They were 20cm. long by 10 -llcm. wide and compared with 


- 12 - 


medieval bricks from Tattersall Castle (1431), A tax on the quality of bricks in 
1784 kept the size smaller than the modern brick but our examples could be medieval 
or early post-medieval., ) 


METAL (Fig. 3) 


Implements and tools were fairly plentiful on Site 1 and over much of Site 2, 
mainly consisting of nails, cleats, hooks, horse-trappings and shoes, bullock shoes 
and various farming tackle, Domestic material included buckles, knives, thimbles, 
studs and metal buttons. 

No, 1 (not ill,) handle of kail-pot or bucket 25cm. long, 1.5cm. diam., rim- 
twisted handle, from near ash-layer, Site 2, With sherds of 14th cent. jug. 

Nos, 3 - 5. Straps or clamps, 

No, 6. Iron buckles, 6 were rectangular, pin missing, for belts? 

No. 7. Iron, from horse harness under ash layer to south-west. 

Nos, 8 - 9, Iron shoe buckles, Site 1 wall thimble. 

No, 10, Side of tinned or silvered buckle, pin missing, 

No, 11, Thin brass thimbie from topsoil, south-west corner near coin of George III, 
No, 12. Two buttons, one conical and tinned. 

No, 13. Piece of lead, use uncertain but at Cambokeels in Weardale a similar piece 
was thought to have been a weight, 

No, 14, Iron ring from horse gear (?), from Trial hole 9, 


ANIMAL BONES 


Bones preserve well in the clayey soil so itis not surprisingthat over 300 animal 
bones were found, mainly from Site 2, Dr. Roy Brown of the North York Moors 
National Park Office kindly identified them for us, Most of them had been used as 
food and were broken or splintered, showing knife cuts and one had a line of scoring, 
possibly having been used as a tally. No bone tools or carvings were found. 


The most plentiful species were pig and sheep, exact numbers were not counted 
but they formed about a third of the total, The complete skeleton of a domestic pig 
was found, though of a primitive type it showed signs of breeding, there were many 
teeth, leg and pelvic bones of several others. Pigs are mentioned frequently in the 
Coucher Book of the Honour of Pickering both for pannage in the woods and fines for 
straying in the fence month, by the courts of the 14th & 15th cent. 

SHEEP were represented by at least 10 jaws, many leg and pelvic bones and the 
fragmentary jaw of a lamb. 

RED DEER was plentiful - 5 jaws, pieces of femur and a large tibia. Many teeth 
including some of the ROE DEER. 

DOG. A jawand tibia ofa large dog (ite 2), alsoa humerus (Site 1), 

HORSE. Not plentiful, a few teeth only. 

PINE MARTEN, Three bones, femur & humerus, 

OTTER, One ulna, 

RABBIT’. Surprisingly 2 or 3 bones only. 
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CAT, One jaw, a tibia and a fibula, 
OX or COW. Some long bones (broken), part of a jaw and teeth. 
BIRD, A few bones only, 


Some of the larger animal bones were very smooth, brown and calcified, 
possibly older than the rest, 


HUMAN BONES, In the topsoil of Site 1, part of the lower jaw of a child aged about 
9 - 10 together with three small pieces of skull, We were told of human bones having 
been found in this and nearby fields during drainage operations many years ago. 
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Post. Medieval Arch, , 1972. 


cee en 


SUPERSTITION OR NOT? 
by Robin W, Shepherd 


From time immemorial it has been the custom to place with the newly dead food 
and other things to help the deceased on the journey to the great unknown. The practice 
persists to this day in many parts of the world and even hovers in the background of our 
own society. 


Apart from the occasional custom of donating "a penny to pay the ferryman", the 
matter of food for the journey also has to be considered in some country districts. 


An old lady from Lealholm lost her husband who, following a sizeable dinner had 
gone to dig his garden, had collapsed and died. 


My informant went to sympathise with the widow who replied "Aye he were a 
stubborn man but I’m glad he had a good meal afore he went", 
Superstition or not? 
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CONTINUITY IN THE LAND HOLDINGS OF KIRBY MISPERTON 
EN NRE YP MIS EIR LON 
by Margaret Allison 


The following report on the history of Kirby Misperton has been prepared to 
complement the account of the recent excavation there in Field No. 181 , map ref, 
SE 77907921, There were two main areas of excavation, the first being a post- 
medieval one of the 17 - 18th cent. , and the second being a medieval one of the 
13 - 14th cent. The archaeologival, evidence produced much unexpected and 
interesting material but did not reveal the exact nature of the structures on the 
site. Consequently through the examination of early records I looked for an 
explanation that was hard to come upon from delving in the earth, Again this was 
unsuccessful, but in the same way that the excavation material proved fascinating 
so did there emerge through the surviving documents an impression of life in the 
Middle Ages in Kirby Misperton. 


What the records did illustrate was the remarkable continuity that can be seen. 
in one village's history. This is particularly evident in the land holdings, These 
holdings are kept intact from one generation to the next and their stability reflects 
that of society itself. The land is the source of all wealth and its possession is of 
over-riding importance. There were few other bases of economic power - no 
factories, no businesses, fewtraders, An incident that brings to life something 
of this aspect of the period appears in the court records concerning one Patrick 
de Laundeles of KMP, who is willing to do battle, not over a lady, but as was 
probably more often the case, over a dispute about the ownership of a piece of 
land, It was in the year 1251 when Patrick claimed against John de Holthorp 

"I carucate of land (32) which was seized of Emma his ancestor in the time of 
King Henri"..... and this he offers to defend by the body of his free man Robert 
Urry ina duel, A day is given them at Westminster unless the Justices should 
first come to the Northern parts, and ‘then let them keep the same day and come 
armed'({1), We see in this account a glimpse of medieval law and economy. 
Firstly, if you could not settle a dispute peaceably, you settled with bloodshed. 
Patrick was a wealthy man and could send the best fighter in his place while today 
we send in the best solicitor: Secondly this incident gives an idea of the 
medieval ecomony and that the land was the most important thing, You had no 
other alternative living, Although one carucate seems a small amount it was in 
fact a fortune and you defended it with your life. 


Who did then hold the land in Kirby Misperton? In the Anglo-Scandinavian 
period there were two villages here, Cherchebi and Misperton. Misperton is 
probably the earlier and is an Anglo-Saxon place-name, One place-name 
Suggestion is 'misple' meaning a medlar tree and 'ton' being the farm settlement 
often on a hill or rising piece of ground, which is where the present village of 
KMP is today. It was known as the 'Manor' consisting of 4% carucates of land @2) 
and belonged to Gamel. It had had the high value of 8/- TRE but was 'waste' at 
Domesday (2). 
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The other vill, Cherchebi was probably established later, it is a Danish 
place-name meaning, ‘the settlement by the church', The church is situated at the 
foot of the hill on an area of low-lying ground. It belonged to Torbrand and consisted 
of 24 carucates of land, the mill and one half of the church. The other half of the 
tithes may have come from Misperton, as it is likely that the church served both 
villages, There is evidence of the antiquity of the church in its carved stones of the 
10 - llth cent. The mill was located north of the church on the Costa Beck, It 
seems to have disappeared early and is not mentioned after the Dissolution but its 
site is conserved in the field-names Mili Closes, Mill Holme etc. It was worth 3/- 
in the Pre-conquest and at Domesday it was worth no less than 20/- (3), 


The higher figure of 20/- at Domesday suggests that both vills were now 
incorporated in Kirby Misperton, The community is now described as being a league 
in length and a league in breadth (4), Taking a league as 14 miles, this is the 
distance of the present boundaries; E-W from the Costa Beck to Little Barugh, and 
N-S from Great Carr to the Ryton boundary, It is interesting to note that there were 
14 farms at Domesday and in the 1845 Tithe Award there were 12 farms. At the 
Conquest both villages had been granted to Berenger de Todeni, By Domesday he 
had granted them to the Abbey of St. Mary, York, who as the great Estate managers 
created one holding and remained its Overlord until the Dissolution, St, Mary's 
held a grange here and some land directly but her policy was to sub-let and this is: 
what happened, There were three main Tenants; the Manor, the Church and 
Malton Priory. 

The MANOR: there is a reference to the very early beginnings of the Manor in the 
record that the Abbot Stephen, founder of St. Mary's Abbey, c.1080, granted the 
manor of KMP 'to the father of Walter with a knife’ (5), This reference to a knife 
may indicate a symbolic ceremony, hearkening back to an earlier period preceding 
the written document, when the symbol was the necessary proof of possession, It 
is the only mention of it and it probably fell into disuse with the written charters 
of the Norman clerks (6), The Abbot Savary confirms this grant of the Manor of 
KMP in fee for 10/- a year to Walter c.1140. This family becomes the de Kirbys 
and can be traced from father to son, i.e. Alan, Laurence etc, as sub-lords of the 
Manor, with mill and meadows for 10/- yearly (7) until 1324 when they are in 
dispute with the Abbey. The Manor is then conveyed to the de Daltons who hold it 
through the Dissolution down to c,1600. Then the Blombergs become the Lords of 
the Manor and hold it until recent times. 

The CHURCH: ° the church is granted one carucate of land and the tithe of the 
village in the charter of Fitzgerald c,1094 (8), a very rich endowment that attracts 
a long list of illustrious rectors to its living. This very early foundation can then 
be traced continuously over the next nine centuries down to the present. In 1702 

at He Enclosure Award for K MP the vicar (sic) has the Church, the tithes and 115 
acres (9), In 1845 in the Tithe Award the vicar (sic) has the Church, the tithes 
and 124 acres (10), Other evidence of its early establishment is seen in the very 
low Pensio. .it pays of 10/- a year, a ‘fee rent’ paid to St. Mary's, fixed in antiquity 
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as was the Manor's, It is mentioned in 1291 in the St, Nicholas tax list (9; 
when we see how disproportionately small the amount is compared to others, 

in spite of the much greater wealth of KMP Church itself, It is lat mentioned 

at the Dissolution (13), The importance of the Church holding can be seen in 
other records, For instance, in 1351 Thomas de Hoton, the Rector, refers 

in his will to 'my Manor at Kirby Misperton' (13), Then in 1532 the parsonage 
was described as being within a 'moote', that is a moated Rectory Manor (14), 

In 1587 the Capital Messuage formerly the property of the Parish Church and 
afterwards of Ed. Cowper, clerk, belonged to the Lord of the Manor (15), In 

the Enclosure Award of 1702 the Rector is mentioned as having a flight of 
pigeons normally only the right of the Manor Lord. These inferences that the 
Church holding is linked to a manorial one may relate back to the original Danish 
Manor of Cherchbi, thus suggesting a continuity from Danish to recent times. 
Another illustration of continuity in the Rectory is in the granting of the Advowson. 
St. Mary's held it until 1303 when the Abbot John granted this right to William Ros 
of Helmsley (16). The Duncombes were still making this valuable appointment to 
the Rectory in the last century, 


Connected with the Church and located within the Parish of KMP were a chapel, 
a chantry and an oratory, There was also a chantry within the Church, presently 
called the Lady Chapel. The other chantry chapel was in Great Barugh, founded by 
Alex de Barthe in 1286, one of the first to be established in Yorkshire, In 1317 
Alex asked for a licence so that mass could be sung there daily (17). There is 
mention of the lands of Walter de Berry, the Cantarist in 1393 (18), At the , 
Dissolution a description is given of these lands, indicating it was a wealthy holding, 
consisting of one large farm, several small ones and worth £5 a year, a higher sum 
than either of the holding of St. Mary's or of Malton Priory at this time (19). There 
is also mention of the incumbent, Robert Rome, In 1548 ‘aige of 42 years, of honest 
conversation and qualities, indifferently well-learned’ (20), Two lands were given 
for the finding of a lamp in the Parish, called Lamplands. One of the fields 
mentioned in 1548 is 'Cawdbez’ and it appears again on the 1845 Tithe Award as 
‘Cawber', located along the Costa Beck and the name possibly derived from it. 


The oratory was in Ryton and in 1311 Joan de Percehaye, relict of Roger de 
Wrelton, was granted a licence to hear divine service in her Manor at Righton (21), 
The reason this is allowed is "because there is a water called Costey between the 
house and the church and the said Perceyes and servants often tymes cannot come 
to the church" (22), There is a pewter alms dish of the Queen Anne period still 
used in services at KMP church with the inscription (23),.....'9-1.G. St. Oswaldi 
Rictune', The spelling of Rictune (Ryton) is 12th cent, and the 18th cent, dish may 
well be a replica of an earlier one, There was also an oratory in the Rectory at 
KMP, where a licence was granted to Sir William de Boulton, Rector, "to have 
divine service in an oratory in his manse in 1313" (4), 


- 18 - 


OLD MALTON PRIORY: the third principal influence in KMP was Malton Priory 
who received lands here at its foundation inc,1150, Alan de Kirby granted one 
toft on the eastern part of KMP with sufficient access to his pasture at the marsh 
"Northker’ (now Great Carr) and all the pasture common to the vill for 60 cows and 
20 brood mares, half a carucate of land with 2 tofts and one acre next to the 
sheepfold, c.1160 (25), Eustace de Vesey granted 1 carucate of land, 2 bovates and 
several tofts (26), This Eustace is described as the grandson of Ulf and may be 
linked with Saxon lord of the same name, Similarly this may be seen at Brompton 
by Sawdon where Ulf held a manor in the Pre-conquest and the de Vescys 
subsequently held the tenancy in Norman times, Ulf and then the de Vescys also 
held land at Malton. It would be interesting to speculate on the descent of this 
Saxon lord to a Norman baron, showing a continuity in family and holding from Pre- 
to Post-conquest, Other grants were of Walter son of Drogo who gave two bovates 
of his own land and two bovates which he held from Eustace de Vescy (27) 


In the 1301 Lay Subsidy Malton Priory is listed as having a grange under St. 
Mary's and paying the substantial sum of 6/8, virtually a mini-manor (28), At 
the Dissolution the Priory's holding is valued at £4.7.5. and listed as 18 bovates 
of which ten were grange land (29), It is about equal in value to the holding of 
St. Mary's at this time, which is given as £4,9.0. (30). 


Finally we will consider a fourth holding in KMP that of a fee-farm rent. It 
is most interesting because it can be traced from the present day back to medieval 
times. It consists of a messuage and 10 oxgangs of land and its line of descent is 
as follows:- ; 


iyi From Feet of Fines 277/133, 1370. 

Will. Percehay v. John de Dalton of KMP, One messuage and 10 
oxgangs in KMP which Margary holds in dower, the inheritance of John 
her son, to hold of William his heir. He to have 100 marks. 

sii. From the Hill Mss. re holdings of the Duchy of Lancaster (1). 
1, 29 Henri VII (1536), C. Wentworth 2/- rent. 
2. 1620, John Boyes 2/- rent for Persihay's lands in KMP, 
3, 1651, Philip Bellarby holds Belsey land, formally Smithson's 
2/- rent. Smithson left a will in 1637 charging wt farm in KMP 
with paying a charity to the poor of KMP, 
1660, J. Waind 2/7 rert; 
5. 1680, J. Waind 2/- rent for Smithson's lands, i.e. 1 messuage 
and 103 oxgangs. 
6. 1690, J. Boyes 2/- rent for Persihay. 
Ii, From Enclosure Award of 1702. 
This gives an exact description of the holding of 117 acres with field names 
and location, belonging toS, Waind and W, Jarret. It is the only 
independent farm in KMP, the rest being held by the Lord of the Manor 
and the Rector, 


ae 
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L¥s From the Hill Mss. (Gee No. It), 
; Thos. Woodcock 2/- rent. Undated but later than the 1702 Award. 

V. From 1845 Tithe Award. 
Farm and 110 acres belonging to Cordukes, A map is attached and 
the field names and locations are the same as at the 1702 Award. 

VI, 1977, ‘The farm of about 110 acres is presently held by Mr, Bulmer 
who still pays the charity attached to it in Smithson's will of 1637. 
The field names and locations are the same as in the 1702 and 1845 
Awards. 


Thus the above farm can be traced from 1370 to 1977, a virtually independent holding 
located opposite the Church. How much further back does it in fact go? 


In conclusion, what has then emerged from looking through the many miscellaneous 
documents of Kirby Misperton? Not a direct answer to an archaeological problem and 
instead suggestions of further ones in references to a moated rectory, an alms dish 
to St. Oswald, Ryton where there is a legend but no record of a dedication, a knife 
of Abbot Stephen, Lamplands etc, I hope that in the complexity of he material the 
reader has been able to follow the continuity of land holdings which I suggested at the 
beginning of this paper, as for example in the farm and its 110 acres whose first surviving 
record appears in 1370 down to today, and in the Church with its roots back in the Pre- 
conquest Cherchebi, richly endowed down to recent times, 
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Note 


The Medieval and earlier land measurements of England seem to have been highly 
variable and should be regarded as fiscal units rather than fixed areas, Nevertheless 
an approximation can be gathered from the following notes. 


CARUCATE: as much land as could be tilled in a year with one plough and eight oxen; 
about 100-120 acres, the average yeoman's farm. 


OXGANG or BOVATE: an eighth part of a Carucate varying from 10 to 18 acres, 
occasionally more, a typical peasant’s holding. 


Ed. 


A SMALL ROMANO-BRITISH SITE AT CAYTON 
By G. R. Pye 


Because of the interest Mr, J. Maws had long shown in our excavations he always 
kept me informed of anything significant that he had noticed on the building sites on which 
he was working, 


In November 1965 I was told by Mr. Maws of some old stones and pottery that had 
been found at No. 3 Green Croft Gardens, Cayton. I collected the pottery and showed it 
to Mr, J.G. Rutter, then the curator of the Scarborough Museum, He suggested that I 
organised an excavation at Cayton before the site was destroyed, and with the help of 
Mr, P.G, Farmer, Mr, F.C. Rimington and two non-members of the Society, Robin 
Rickenson and D, Hutchinson, during the short days that we have at this time of the 
year, the site was excavated in the garden of No. 3 Green Croft Gardens. 


Trench A (see diagram) showed no signs of occupation in its northern part but 
to the south, some 8ft. from the house, were found the remains of a Romano-British 
hut surrounded by a drip-trench 2ft wide and 7-8ins. deep with many of the paving 
stones in situ. The pottery (of 4th century Huntcliff and Crambeck wares) consisted 
of 10 rims and 15 wall sherds, The paving was of soft sandstone, some burnt. There 
were some pices of charcoal but only patches of an occwpa tion layer, 


1 


Two post-holes, 8ins, deep and packed with stone showed the position of the 
oof supports, In Trench Al were only two stones and five pieces of pottery and in 
Trench A2 nothing of significance was found but owing to the very limited time at our 
disposal (two short days) and the bad weather (heavy rain on the second day) it was 
not possible to investigate the site thoroughly. However it was apparent that the main 
part of the 4th century dwelling extended to the east and probably lay partly under the 
adjacent property. Unfortunately it was not possible to excavate next door at the time 
and when, later, permission was obtained, it was found that the previous owner had 
himself dug up the site in his garden and had taken the pottery and other finds away with 
him to Leeds where he could not be traced, 


Indeed during the evening of the first day's excavations some of the paving stones 
in Trench A disappeared and when a photograph was taken (from which the plan was 
drawn) only an incomplete floor was to be seen. As the plan shows, a modern water- 
= trench sadly mutilated the site, 

The owner of the garden at 3 Green Croft Gardens was the sister of Mr, P, Taylor 
be Low Eastfield Farm, who expressed great interest in the pottery found and when told 
at there would probably be a great deal more of this Roman-period pottery in one of 
his fields, readily gave me permission to excavate the 1st century Ditched Enclosure 
in field D at Crossgates, a report of which will follow, for which permission I am 
most grateful. 


The plan has been drawn by Mr, Trevor Pearson of our Society, to whom my 
cordial thanks are due. The black circles on the plan show the position of the pieces 
of pottery found. 
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TEMPORARY LIGHT RAILWAYS ON BROMPTON & WYKEHAM MOORS, 1915 - 1920 
Se ee a OE cet eth aol lke ler nl 
By J. W. Dickinson 


A report on the instalation, use, and disposal of light railways used to facilitate 
Timber extraction from the Moors of Brompton and Wykeham in Pickering Lythe, 
1915 21920. 


THE BROMPTON MOOR RAILWAY 

During the 1914 - 1918 War, Plantations of the Cayley Estate on Brompton Moor, 
north of Sawdon, were felled and converted into Pit Props. Messrs. Brown & Booth 
of Silsden were one of the contractors, and they used horse-drawn Timber Wagons 
to transport the props to Sawdon Station (this was at Brompton, the name Sawdon 
being used to avoid confusion with the Brompton near Northallexton), The other 
contractor was Messrs, Clarke Bros. , Milton Works, Weat Hartlepool. This firm 
used Traction Engines to tow 4 heavy rullies in train, loaded at a saw-yard near 
the ‘Moorgate', in Brandygate Slack, where the timber was brought by a light railway 
from the Plantations on Troutsdale Brow (See map), 


This heavy traffic damaged the road North of Sawdon so badly that it became 
almost impassable, At the Parish Council Meeting at Brompton, Dec, 2nd, 1916, it 
was agreed that 'Mr, Fletcher to procure information re the condition of Sawdon 
road very unsatisfactory, due to timber leading’, On Feb, 24th, 1917 the Parish 
Council agreed to "Write Scarborough Rural District Council re condition of road at 
Sawdon, '' also on July 27th, 1917, they again wrote S.R.D.C., "re condition of road 
at Sawdon, and damage to footpath near Sawdon Station", 


No action was forthcoming and on Dec, 30th, 1918 a letter was sent toS.R.D.C., 
‘Asking for a deputation to be received on the bad state of Sawdon Road." The rate- 
payers of Sawdon were very dissatisfied, and the Scarborough Mercury of March 28th, 
1919, reports"'A Ratepayers‘ Strike We understand that, in connection with the strike 
of Sawdon Ratepayers, as a protest against the refusal of the Scarborough Rural District 
Council to repair The Sawdon Moor Lane, final notices have been received from the 
assistance overseer by the striking ratepayers. These, of course, contain the customary 
warning, not by any means always acted upon that, ‘if payment is not made within 7 days, 
legal proceedings will be taken," 


"For the first time for many years, arrears of rates will be found when statistics 
come before the auditors. Several have offered to pay the poor and education rates as 
distinct from the district rates, Several striking ratepayers have made payments after 
all, but there is still a good number holding out, " 


"There are at least 4 farmers above Sawdon practically isolated on account of the 
road, apart from the Sawdon residents, who use the road to get to their holdings. The 
District Council have repaired the Back Lane to a certain extent, although this is said 
not to have been so successful as might have been desired, " 


In an effort to improve the worst portion of the road, the local council lengthman, 
Alec Vasey, paved in the real sense of the word, (Horizontal Stonewalling) a section 
about 100 yards long to the South of the Water Tower, (Map ref. 937 855), This 
produced a sound but bumpy road; some of the bumps can still be felt through a 
tarmacadam covering applied in 1949, 


The remainder of the road deteriorated to such an extent that in the spring of 
1917, Messrs. Clarke Bros. extended their railway to near Sawdon village, and also 
moved the sawyard. 


Whilst improving the transport of timber, it caused the Parish Council more 
concern, as at the meeting on Sept. 29, 1917, an entry in the minutes records 
"Timber across Sawdon Common, The railway has been laid across the Brandygate 
Pond, the sides destroyed. Write Mr, Wase and ask him to leave the Pond ina 
satisfactory condition", also, “Write R.D.C., and point out dangers resulting from 
railway lines being laid to Sawdon village, owing to the crossing and re-crossing the 
road the P. C. considers the placing of the railway very dangerous and disclaim all 
responsibility should an accident occur, should any livestock be killed who would be 
responsible?, as the speed, which these bogies travel is far from safe, They come 
at a tremendous rate," 7 


This railway was of 42" Gauge, and ran from a point South of Yederick Pond 
(Map ref, 939 857) northward on the east side of the Water Tower, the village water 
supply, to cross to the west side of the 'Cockmoor Road’ at 'Holly Bush' corner 
(Map ref. 937 863), continuing on this side past 'GRAIN END’, now ‘Granary Farm’, 
and the junction of Woodgate Way to cross the road again south of Brandygate Pond 
(Map ref, 928 863), through the said pond, then on through Brandygate Slack, at that 
time a manorial waste, now cultivated land, to a point near the Moor~-gate 
(Map ref. 927 867), curving North-East the rail then continued in a straight line to 
a point. North-East of Brompton Moor House, ending at Map ref. 934 887. The total 
length was 2.7 miles, and from the 700' contour at the highest point, down to 475' at 
Sawdon an average fall of about 1 in 70, 


The 4-wheeled bogies were hauled empty to the loading point, by horses, and 
were returned loaded by gravity. Three bogies were coupled together to provide 
length for the timber and despatched with one man in charge. The driver of these 
bogies, who rode on the rear one, was equipped with a whistle on a cord around his 
neck, which he was to blow as he approached a road crossing, He also carried a 
suitable length of timber to operate as a lever on the axle of the centre bogie, which 
formed a simple brake, though a degree of skill was required in allowing a goodly speed 
on passing Brandgate Slack, to enable the train to climb the gradient south of Granary 
Farm, and then keep the speed in check to stop at the sawyard, Should a bogie become 
derailed, a length of timber was carried to enable the bogie to be lifted back on the 
rails, 


When the timber arrived at the sawyard it was sawn into pit props, and loaded 
on to a smaller bogie of 2' gauge, and pushed by hand down to a point opposite the 
end of Chapel Lane (Map ref. 941 851), where the high cam made it easier to load 
the rullies, prior to transport to Sawdon Station, 


When the contract was completed, in about March 1918, the railway was lifted 
and transported to Wykeham, along with the sawbench, oil engine, and other equipnent, 
The old railway carriage was placed upon 2 rullies, and a timber support on each end 
allowed corners to be turned, 


The writer can remember the Brandygate Pond before that area was reclaimed 
in 1948, having a breach in its North and South banks, and an emba nkment in the 
centre, Mr, Wase evidently evaded his responsibilities, Also a sleeper was visible 
at Holly Bush corner until road repairs covered it, about 1940, A ‘ride’ through. the 
forest is still referred to as the "Railway Track". 


THE WYKEHAM RAILWAY 


When the Contract with the Cayley Estate on Brompton Moor was completed, 
about March 1918, Messrs, Clarke Bros, of Milton Works, West Hartlepool , began 
a contract with the Wykeham Estates to extract timber from their plantations on 
Wykeham Moor. 


Mr, E, W. Wase was General Manager, and under the direction of Bob Wilson, 
the railroad engineer, a light railway was laid from a point north of Wykeham village 
to a part of Candler Moor overlooking Forge Valley and The Everley Hotel. 


Unlike the Sawdon railway, motive power was needed on this line and was provided 
by the conversion of a single cylinder Taskers Little Giant Steam Traction Engine of 
3 H.P, into a Locomotive, Harold, or ‘Paddy’ Young, who had been engineer with 
Garbutts of Seamer (Steam Thrashing Contractor) was responsible for the conversion, 


A contemporary photograph of the Loco, shows it to be 0-4-0 type and of 
3’ 6" Gauge. The road wheels of the Traction Engine were removed and replaced by 
- a 14' sub-frame of 4 iron girders, to which 2 pairs of crank-coupled 14" driving 
wheels were fitted. Power from the driveshaft was transmitted to the front axle by 
a Reynolds inverted tooth chain drive (noiseless type) and gear wheels. A friction 
pad on the flywheel acted as a simple brake. 


It was very efficient and the foot pedal had, in the words ofa driver, "To be used 
as lightly as a piano pedal’, 
Water tanks of 35 gal, capacity were fitted on each side of the smoke box, and a coal 
bunker at the rear was partly supported on the crossbar, to which the rear truck 
coupling was fixed, A sand box on the R.H. front was filled with sand dried on the 
fire in the lunch shed, and when needed was dropped by hand down a funnel on to the line, 


Derailments were expected, and heavy timbers were fitted under the front and 


rear of the sub-frame, clearing the rails by about 2", allowing the Loco. to be jacked 
up and levered back into position, should this occur, 
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The engine before conversion weighed 3 tons 15 cwts., and in use as a Loco,, 
could handle a train of six 7’ bogies, with a total load of 12 tons of timber, 


A stone wall on the West of Wykeham Moor Lane, north of the village, 
replaces a thorn hedge, removed when the sawyard was established in At kinson's 
field. 


A loop rail and points allowed the train to turn for the return journey. A platform 
was built on which the timber was stored until it was cut into pit-props on a cross-cut 
sawbench, This bench was powered by a Grice Gas engine of 14 H.P., converted to run 
on paraffin. 

Each of the 2 flywheels weighed 30 cwts., the single cylinder hada bore of 10", The 
large conc rete slab, 6’ x 2' x 3', on which the engine was mounted, was removed 
from the site in 1969, 


On the East side of Wykeham Moor road the old railway carriage body served 
as a shelter, lunch shed, store, and workshop. 


From the sawyard (Map ref, 964 836) the line was laid along the west side of 
Wykeham Moor Lane to 962 843 where on a corner it crossed to the east side, 
continuing on this side to 943 869, where the road was re-crossed and the way continued 
parallel with the Parish boundary up to 939 877, where a curve to the east led toa 15’ 
high timber viaduct at 941 879 over the ‘Slack’ and on to 943 860, where a more or less 
straight line was maintained south of Loft Howe to 956 882, at which point a slight 
curve took the end of the line to 963 884, 


Two additional viaducts were built to cross over slacks on the route. The 
turntable was used to turn the loco. at the end of the line, though the end of the line 
was altered several times as the standing timber was cleared. 


The total length of the line was 4.9 miles and from the 175’ contour at Wykeham 
up to 625' at the highest point near Loft Howe. 


The trees felled on the steep slopes of Long Grain, around Willet Head were 
winched to the hill top by an Aveling & Porter Traction engine, blocked with heavy 
timbers, and with the front and rear wheels fastened together with a wire rope (when 
using the rope drum the engine was in effect ‘out of gear'), A tripod held a rope 
block, and as the trees being winched up were out of sight of the engine driver, the 
Forem an stood on the brow of the hill and signalled instructions, Four or five trees 
were attached by separate chains to the winch rope and the man who attached the chains 
rode up the hill on the trees, in order to drag the rope and chains down again. 


Horses were used to pull the trees to the line-side for ioading on the bogies. 
When the long trees were loaded they extended over 3 bogies, and often 6 bogies were 
hauled by the loco, The plain axle bearings on the bogies were lubricated with heavy 
gear oil, 
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The driver of the loco, was always attended by a 'mate', who was there to 
help at any time. Derailed bogies were levered back on the lines with a length of 
rail shaped at the end, The ‘mate’ also saw to putting sand on the rails, when required, 


One of the Loco. drivers tells of the pleasure he had in his work as a young man 
of 18 years, and how one had to be careful with the stoking so as not to let cold air 
reduce the boiler-temperature when steam was needed to climb the rise to Loft Howe 
with a full load, With practice this climb could be managed in top gear, but stoking 
the fire meant low gear work, Twelve tons of timber caused quite a ‘push’ and on the 
long decline to the sawyard, speed had to be kept in check in order to negotiate the 
Beedale Grange curve. 


On Tuesday following Whit, Monday 1919, the growth of grass over the weekend, 
in places had spread over the rails, and this made traction difficult, and a hair-raising 
journey without brakes resulted as the wheels slipped on the greasy rails, However, the 
train arrived safely at the yard in record time. 


Three round trips per day were possible with a 6,00 a.m. start, when the estate 
forestry workers were oftertransported to the moors, On arrival at the sawyard the 
trees were cut into pit props of various sizes, the longest one being 6' long x 9" at 
the thin end. When loaded on to rullies these were drawn 4 ina train to Wykeham 
Station where they were weighed (careful driving enabling this to be done without 
uncoupling being necessary), taken to the siding and loaded into rail trucks, 

The large props were unloaded with a derrick crane operated from the engine crankshaft, 
this called for precise control of the regulator and reversing lever, 


When drawing 4 rullies, the law required an attendant on the rear rully to be able 
to communicate with the driver. This was done by tying a length of clothes line to the 
engine cylinder taps; when pulled this was sure to alert the driver! Water for the 
loco, and winch engine was ladled from Beedale Beck near Wykeham Church, into 
barrels on a rully and then attached behind the train of 4 empty rullies, 


The coal from Wykeham Station was carted ina high-sided farm wagon, 
equipped with a draw-bar, and also towed to the saw-yard, A water ta nk on the line 
side near Loft Howe supplied the winch engine and loco. if required. 


When the timber was all removed, much of the equipment was sold by auction, 
Scarborough Mercury of Sep, 17th, and Oct, Ist, 1920 carried the following 
advertisement :- 

Chas, Turner & Sons (Farmers' Friends) Ltd,, are favoured with instructions from 
Messrs, Clarke Bros., of West Hartlepool, who have finished a large timber contract, 
to sell by Auction on Friday Oct, Ist, 1920, the following valuable plant Gubject to 
Strike not taking place) at V/ykeham Station yard :- 
Aveling & Porter Traction Engine 8 H.P. G.W.O. 
Robey & Son Traction Engine 8 H.P. G.W.O. 

14H,P, Oil Engine 

2 Portable Engines 


MN oy ae 


Light Taskers Locomotive Engine 42'' Gauge G. O. 


15 Timber bogies 42"' Gauge 
Turntable 42"' Gauge 

8 Rollies (sic) to carry 2 to 4 tons 

2 carts 

1 set of Traction Engine Wheels 

Railway Carriage Body 

2 circular Saw Benches 

Drilling Machine 

Smith's Portable fire 

Several Water Tanks 

3 coils Wire 

Boiler Feed & Cleaning Pump 

X Cut Saws 

Snigging Chains 

Set blocks & Dies, Sundry Tools, scrap, oil casks 
Oil Tanks, grindstone, anvil etc. : 
Useful horse 9 Y O, 2 sets Harness, 


Messrs, Clarke Bros. have just completed a large timber contract and the whole 


of the above plant has been used up to date and is in good working order, Further 
particulars from Auctioneers’ office, Lazenby, Eston, York, or Messrs. Clarke Bros. 
Milton Works, West Hartlepool. 


APPENDICES 


(A) 


Some of the men who worked on the Contract were :- 


Bob Bean Sherburn) regular Loco. driver 
Jack Brown 

Kit Dawson 

Sam Dawson (Horseman) 

George Haynes 

Charles Pearson - Traction Engine Driver and relief Loco. driver 
Jordie Reed (ex docker) loaded rail trucks 
Harry Readman 

George Rushby | 

Gladwin Stevenson - worked with winch 
"Watty' Stockill - Bogie Foreman 

Harry Woodruff ; 

Bob Wilson - Railroad Engineer — 

Paddy Young - Engineer 
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®) TONNAGE OF GOODS MOVED FROM SAWDON & WYKEHAM STATIONS 
EEN SON ENE LAME LAL LOND 


SAWDON WYKEHAM 
1911 692 
483 1913 NOT AVAILABLE 
701 1914 NOT AVAILABLE 
1240 oi NOT AVAILABLE 
1269 1916 NOT AVAILABLE 
Bae 1917 3443 
1262 1918 6386 
861 a) 4328 
301 1920 829 


The usual agricultural products of the area would probably account for about 
700 tons a year and deducting this figure from the totals loaded gives the 
following tonnage of timber passing through the two stations :- 


SAWDON | WYKEHAM 

540 1915 NOT AVAILABLE 
569 1916 NOT AVAILABLE 

4321 1917 2743 

562 1918 5686 

161 1919 3628 

1920 129 

6153 TOTAL ; 12186 


Thus the estimated total of timber carried on the two light railways on 
Brompton and Wykeham Moors was 18,340 tons. 


FURTHER NOTES ON THE CONTRACT GATHERED FROM SURVIVORS 


(Cc) ) A Moor fire in the summer of 1919 took 3 days to bring under control, 
with the loco. doing a shuttle service with Estate workers and others, 
Water, lunch bags, beer barrels etc, 


(b) When the governor of the Grice engine broke and the engine began to 
gain speed at an alarming rate, all ran for cover, but Paddy Young 
ran and kicked over the fuel tank, thus stopping the engine, If those 
30 cwt. flywheels had come adrift? 


i ala 


(c) 


(d) 


(e) 


(f) 


(g) 


(h) 


The local lads would push a bogie up to the moor at week ends for 
the pleasure of a ride back. 


Even though the loco, was a conversion, there was no trouble with it, 
the viaducts had heavy rails laid across them and the drivers 
approached them with caution, but they were adequate for the job. 
They were burned down in another moor fire in 1921. 


When loading the L.N.E.R. trucks at Wykeham Station they were 
often moved with the Traction Engine anda chain, One day a truck 
was derailed and a gang from Scarborough came and replaced it, 


After the disposal sale the Taskers Loco. was bought by Messrs, 
Rogers of Yedingham, and had its road wheels replaced. It was used 
for driving a saw bench etc., and was finally abandoned behind 
Ebberston Blacksmith's shop, where the writer can remember seeing 
it, A scrap merchant broke it up in 1939, 


The Robey Traction Engine, included in the sale, had been used as a 
stationary engine due to a transmission fault, repaired before this 
sale, 


The 2 Portable Engines were steam engines, only one of which had 
been in regular use driving a secondary sawbench. . 


Information and assistance have been gathered from the following to whom grateful 
thanks are due :- 


Brompton Parish Council Minute Book 

The late Mr, W. Gough provided details for the map 

Mr, Charles Pearson provided the photograph of the Loco, from 
which Mr. George Pye made the line drawing 

Mr, Kenneth Hoole supplied the tonnage figures 

The Scarborough Mercury, 1919 and 1920 
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THE EARLY DEER PARKS OF NORTH-EAST YORKSHIRE 


By F. C. Rimington 
PART II (Continued) 


THE KILDALE PARKS 


PLACE-NAMES PERSISTING: 'The Park’, Park House, Park Nab, Park Dyke, 
Park Plantation, ‘The Pale’, East Pale Plantation, ‘Sloethorn Park’, Haggaback, 


It seems clear that the Percy family of Kildale had at least three hunting 
enclosures, Indeed Humberstone's Survey of 1569 records "The Manor of Kildale 
with five closes; (1) The Park, (2) a parcel of land within The Park called St. Ylde's 
Garth, (3) a close called Pale Close, (4) a close called Coot ee (5) a valley called 
Lawnesdale with Gowsmydale Ing", 


Of these five St, Ylde's (i.e. St. Hilda's) Garth may be assumed to be part of The 
Park and Pale Close and Lawnesdale with Gowsmydale (i.e, Golstandale) may be 
considered to be a single entity. The position of Coot Close is less certain but by 
implication the name may well be a shortening and simplification of the well- 
documented enclosure called Hinderscough, Turton (Cleveland Nats. Proc., 4,112) 
says that the Kildale Percies had three enclosures for hunting, The Park, Golstandale 
and Hinderscough. This latter is usually referred to as Ernald's Hay at Hinderscough 
(with many variants of spelling!) Ernald or Arnold was the favourite male baptismal 
name of the Kildale Percies, 


In the Guisborough Chartulary (Vol, 1, 118) the editor equates Hinderscough 
with Sloethorn Park near Castleton but in Vol, Il, 62n, the same gentleman suggests 
that the name may have been corrupted to Thunderbush, the present name of a farm’ 
near to, and an area within, the enclosure known as North Ings, near Commondale. 


While there is some doubt about the precise situation of Hinderscough, there 
can be none about the Park at Kildale, The park-pale, clearly shown on the O.S. maps, 
runs for over a mile and persists as a stone wall in rather poor condition, It is 1 to 2 
metres high, 1 metre wide at the base and many of the stones are squared. The outer 
line of the wall is better preserved than the inner, About half-way along the Park Dyke 
a secondary wall leaves at an acute angle in a north-east direction, It has been 
suggested that this formed a ‘horn-garth', a hunting device for driving the deer towards 
the hunters and this would appear to be a reasonable speculation, 


At the northern end the wall disappears on the brow of the hill but the bank and 
ditch continue down-hill in the direction of the main road, finally turning abruptly 
towards Park House. At the southern end of the Park Dyke the bank and ditch are 
less clear and the wall takes on the appearance of an ordinary field boundary. There 
is no evidence that the Kildale Estate ever extended further south than the present 
parish boundary on Coleson Bank (all the old estate maps confirm this) and it seems 
likely that the park pale descended at this point in the direction of Park House. It is 
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the rule rather than the exception that park pales follow parish boundaries. 
However nothing significant can be detected on the surface today, the pale 
presumably having been rebuilt as an ordinary field wall. 


The most interesting event in the history of Kildale Park was the coming 
in the early 14th century of the Crutched Friars, the Brethren of the Holy Cross, 
an order of mendicant friars not fully approved by the Establishment. They were 
allowed by Sir Ernald Fercy to settle and build their church within (some accounts 
say ‘under') his park at Kildale where " a messuage and ten acres " were put aside 
for their use. Their church was dedicated to St, Hilda and its position was 
varyingly described in manuscripts as St. Hilda's Garth, St. Ie's Garth, Style 
Garth, Tile Garth etc. It is said locally to have been between the present Park 
House and Low House, 


Archbishop Greenfield of York refused to recognise the Crutched Friars and 
in 1314 he granted the Kildale Friary to the Augustinian Canons of Helaugh Park 
near Tadcaster, another example of a monastic house having been built within a 
deer park (Guis. Chart, I, 388), The deed of transfer mentions the chapel, the 
land around it anda road 10 ft. wide from the chapel to the King's Highway. This 
disintegration of the Order of Crutched Friars caused by the disapproval of the 
authorities occurred elsewhere in Yorkshire and indeed throughout the country. 
They were promised in 1347 a toft and ten acres in Farndale on which to build their 
church by Lord Wake of Cropton Castle and in 1257 the Lord Bishop of Durham had 
granted them land at Osmotherly but neither of these grants appear to have 
materialised. Their house in York also was closed. 


The fate of the Crutched Friars is one of the minor mysteries of ecclesiastical 
history. The remarkable success of the early refurming orders of mendicant friars 
(Franciscans, Dominicans, Carmelites and Austin Friars) in the early 13th century 
& their extraordinarily racid expansion all over Christendom, caused a proliferation 
of smaller and sometimes outlandish orders. These were regarded with little favour 
by the established orders and at the Council of Lyons called by the Pope in 1274, all 
such orders founded after 1215 were officially placed under an interdiction and 
disbanded. Although they had not arrived in England (from Holland) till 1244, the 
Crutched Friars had been founded long before - there is a record of their existence 
as early as 1169 - so the 1215 proscription should not have applied to them. 


They met with great hostility from some of the bishops, though not from all, 
Archbishop Greenfield was particularly antagonistic and demounded the new-comers 
as persons belonging to an organisation not approved by the Pope. The order, faced 
with such opposition, virtually disappeared, though their house in London persisted 
until the Dissolution, 


PET EUS AD ANRC abeaN aR iY 


L avd SACISYOOW Addy | > 
| Nao 
cea ene ABZ ISW 13H 
) = ed 1D 7 

re as ip 
J1TLSV¥SD 
IT UAIN 


| SM THL 


susvay 1 
aTUABLALS ¥ 


a i . 
4 te f ie ate EERIONS 
a Se f ; ag Bartece Vey _ 
tpt f Vi o i | Ad We MO" ple : :. i aN 
des ap 
eh” 
vw ye 


e?s 
tw % 
at . 


‘Z ca alee 
f Peay “an 
Ris 4 Ant ee" SS 
in, Pg * eq 
tre 38 s 
Fox = Pad Ws srs 
yet silt Br 
= wr. om ash & 
WYWd NYNGUN ATGGIN oe | 
~ aw Ne » it of 
ak "Wav Wavd HOI 
ooo” . o6y 
al . ie = oe a ; 
_ *y — Sat | | 
“5 : meus oe 
< > 9 Y x,” a , mre 
oy Or 4 em ae | 
’ i Yo -* 
rs Shee CAL Me. fang, 
“atte fat” doe tn ah eo on™ eee a 
“ * * 
Y, OEE sts 
M “4 NE 


Wd | 
ASS Eras bars rib aia ee § 


. 


YOOWY TTD \ 


——————— 


THE PALE NORTH INGS 8] | [| NR BROTTON 
SLOE THORN —+ | iN 


PERCY MANOR HOUSE 
KILDALE VILLAGE 


| STOKE SLEY 


ee: HOLYGIL 
| WELL 


BATTERSBY MOOR 


BAYSDALE 


VILLAGE | 


KILDALE PARK KILTON & 
|| LIVERTON PARKS 


{ste SUCRE BONES TASES PTY ; 
FSSA ERAT ARLES ERMA ANILINE LAY RADY OOTP AIMED NLO SST LAN I NOT E AR ES ITI E UR R OR OSO EE TOLMAN RE RILEY RII LE LG GN EAL NERS TURN 82 ERED ISON. ELE TRG RE BS 


THE PALE or PALE CLOSE Map Ref, 608105 


About a mile to the north of Kildale village the O.S. maps show an area 
still called ''The Pale" adjacent to the valley of Lounsdale and to the meddows 
round Lonsdale House which probably constituted Gowsmydale or Golstandale, 
The southern boundary pale of this area is a very impressive stone wall ona 
pronounced bank and with an inner ditch. It bears every indication of considerable 
age and is quite the best preserved of all the Kildale pales, Clearly this area was 
one of the hunting enclosures of the Kildale Percies. 


NORTH INGS (Hinderscough?) Map Ref. 647114 


Some two miles to the east of Kildale, on Commondale Moor, is a notable 
enclosure called North Ings. It is remarkable in having an almost complete pale 
ditch and bank some two miles long with North Ings farm in the centre. The 
north-eastern part of the pale shows the usual inner ditch with a stone wall on the 
bank, The south-west section has no wall but here the ditch is very marked, At 
the northern end of the enclosure part of a prehistoric earthwork has been used to 
act as part of the pale. 


The southern part of North Ings is called Thunderbush Moor (a farm of the 
same name is nearby) and it has been suggested that this very unusual name is 
a corruption of Hinderscough and that North Ings represents the old Ernald's 
Hay. An even more likely derivation might be said to apply to the nearby name 
of Skelderskew.’ 


The candidature of North Ings to be the site of Ernald's Hay of Hinderscough 
is complicated by the fact that later in medieval times the enclosure passed into 
the ownership of Guisborough Priory. It appears in the Dissolution Survey of the 
priory (1540) along with many other properties. It may have been a priory grange 
or vaccary and the central farm doubtless dates from this period, 


SLOETHORN PARK (Hinderscough?) Map Ref. 660077 


Just over a mile west of Castleton, Sloethorn Park's claim to be Ernald’s Hay 
at Hinderscough is rather better than that of Noxth Ings, though there is much less 
to be seen on the ground. The Guisborough Chartulary (Vol. 1, 2) describes the 
enclosure as being "a short distance west of Dibble (Deephill) Bridge" and this agrees 
well with Sloethorn. Ernald's Hay was one of the two enclosures (the other being 
Skelton Hay) resrved for the private use of the granter when Robert de Brus, founder 
of Guisborough Priory (1119-24) and primary landlord under the King presented the 
rest of the area to the priory (Guis. 1,2), The Percies later held Kildale from the 
de Brus's and Sloethorn was presumably included in the Kildale lands. 


There is however little sign of a pale at Sloethorn, The farm name 'Haggaback' 
is thought to mean ‘Back of the Hay' and it is significant that the parish boundary, 
which has followed the Hob Hole Beck for some miles turns abruptly at Newgate below 
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Haggaback and proceeds due north past that farm. This parish boundary may well 
represent the confines of Ernald's Hay. 


Further evidence for Sloethorn's claim is found in the de Brus document 
confirming that family's gifts to Guisborough Priory (Y.A.S., LXVII), 


The 'thorn' element occasionally found in park names (e.g. Thorn Park) may 
possibly explain the absence of a visible pale at Sloethorn and elsewhere. The 
name probably indicates that the park bounds consisted of a thorn hedge rather 
than the more usual stone wall or wooden palisade. ‘Sloethorn' is a Northern name 
for the Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) which is notorious for making an impenetrable 
barrier quickly and at low cost. 


KILTON CASTLE PARK Map Ref, 705176 


PLACE-NAMES PERSISTING: 'The Park’, Park House, Park Gate, Park Wood, 
Parks Wood, New Park, Lodge Wood. 
There is much uncertainty about the origins of Kilton Castle, a stronghold on 
a splendid defensive site at one time being considered the strongest fortress in 
Cleveland, yet having a remarkably short life, Kilton was part of the fee of de Brus 
of Skelton and later the overlords were the Percies of Kildale. 


I'Anson in his 'Kilton Castle’ (Y.A.S. 22, 25) says that the castle was founded 
by Pagan FitzWalter ('Pagan' = Countryman) in the reign of King Stephen (1097-1154). 
Pagan's grandson took the name of ‘de Kilton', There are clearly two phases of 
building at Kilton, the first composed of rubble masonry dates from the second 
half of the 12th century and may have been carried out by Pagan FitzWalter. The 
second phase consists of excellent ashlar masonry and can be dated to the early 
or mid 13th century, say to the time of William de Kilton. The castle was completed 
probably before the Thweng family came to Kilton through the marriage of the neice 
and heir of the last of the de Kiltons, Matilda, to Robert de Thweng (D. 1247), As 
this Robert presented Kilton to his son Marmaduke de Thweng and eventually died 
at Thwing, and as Marmaduke presented Kilton to his son Robert and went off to 
live at his wife's inherited house at Danby Cas:tle, it would seem that Kilton Castle 
was not at this time (nor indeed subsequently) a favourite family home. However 
it must be remembered that Marmaduke (1225-1279) was born and baptised at Kilton, 
as was his son Robert (1255-1279), and Marmaduke in 1265 obtained at considerable 
expense permission to establish a chantry at the castle, from the Prior of 
Guisborough, showing that at that time at least, Kilton was in regular use. 


By the time the de Thwengs had become ennobled (Marmaduke, Ist Lord Thweng 
of Thwing and Kilton (1256-1323) was a famous soldier in the Scottish wars) the 
castle was reported to_be ‘small and worthless’ (V.C.H., I, 42), The manorial 
mill too, always an important structure in the medieval manor, was, in the same 
inquisition, said to the completely ‘Broken Down’, 
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Thomas the fourth and last Lord Thweng, a priest and childless, died in 
1374 and left Kilton to his nephew, Marmaduke Lumley, son of his sister Lucy 
who had married Sir Robert Lumley of Lumley Castle near Chester le Street, 
Co, Durham, where the family subsequently lived. Sir Ralph Lumley, lst Lord 
Lumley, had licence in 1392 from Richard II, to crenelate (i.e, fortify) his 
mansion at Lumley where incidentally he had a major deer-park, However the 
Kilton connection was still valued, for Marmaduke assumed the arms of the Thwengs 
of Kilton. 


It would seem that Kilton Castle in its final form was fully used asa family 
home for something less than a century. The park too probably had a similar 
restricted life. In the Inq. Post Mortem of the 3rd Lord Thweng, the extent of 
lands included ‘two parts of a small park of which the herbage is worth 2s 8d 
yearly, in demesne 5 acres within the park, 1s yearly, the park is without game’, 


The position of the Kilton Park can be settled by the existing place-names but 
no known traces remain of the pale. Park Gate, half a mile to the west of the 
castle, probably indicates the northern limits and new Park, near Lodge Hill, less 
than a mile to the south, hints of a southern extension. Park Wood, along the 
Liverton Beck ,may well show the eastern pale, 


LIVERTON PARK Map Ref. 704169 


The situation of Kilton Castle Park is complicated by the immediately adjacent 
Liverton Park that appears to have existed about the same time, centred on Park 
House which is said to be on the site of the original ‘capital messuage’ or mansion 
(Whit. Chart. , 378). As with all the lands in this area the overlords were the 
de Brus family (later the Thwengs), the first tenants were the de Liverton family 
followed by a confusing family with no fixed surname. However their favourite 
baptismal name was Conan and it is convenient to think of them as the FitzConans, 
Henry FitzConan had Grant of Free Warren at Liverton in 1271 (V.C.H., Il, 384), 
The documentary evidence for the existence of Liverton Park will be given later, 


KIRBY MOORSIDE PARK Map Ref, 693880 


PLACE-NAMES PERSISTING: Park Lane, Low Park Farm, High Park Farm, 
Back of the Parks Lane, 


The Norman family of Stuteville came to Kirby Moorside very soon after the 
Conquest, having inherited the estate in 1090. In the Norman fashion they had 
adopted the name of their French home, Estouteville, as their surname, It is 
said that their present-day descendants still live in the district bearing the name 
of Stutfield, 
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Within a few years the Stutevilles were dispossessed of Kirby Moorside, 
Robert de Stuteville, nicknamed 'Grundebeof' or 'Ox-head', having joined Count 
Robert of Normandy's party in the quarrels between William the Conqueror's 
sons, found himself in 1106 on the losing side at the Battle of Tenchebrai, where 
he was taken captive and imprisoned for life. Henry I gave Kirby Moorside to 
Nigel d’Albini, head of the Mowbray family. Fifty years later another Robert 
de Stuteville claimed the old Stuteville barony back from Roger de Mowbray, who 
by way of compromise returned Kirby Moorside (1156), The park was already 
in existence at this time for there is a record of Robert sending oak timber from 
his park for repair work at Meaux Abbey (R.S., 49), 


The Stutevilles also had a major house at Cottingham, described as ‘a 
castle with a park' a castle at Buttercrambe and in 1170 Robert's grandson 
Nicholas (d, 1219) was granted the Honour of Liddell in Cumberland on the 
Scottish border, Four years later his son Roger was captured in the castle there 
by William the Lion of Scotland. Later this northern and very vulnerable barony 
was incorporated with the Stuteville fee and descended with Kirby Moorside. 
Roger Stuteville was granted by Henry II the right to possess hounds and to hunt 
the wolf and hare throughout the whole of Yorkshire and Northumberland (E. Y.C., 
1X Wo), 


The male line of the Stutevilles came to an end with another Nicholas who 
died in 1236 leaving an heiress Joan, who although she married twice was always 
known as Joan Stuteville. Her first husband was Hugh Wake, ofa notable 
Lincolnshire family who romantically claimed descent from Hereward the Wake. 
Hugh was killed on a Crusade in 1241 leaving an heir Baldwin (d, 1282). After 
her husband's death Joan obtained the custody of the Stutevilles estate and of her 
son and heir Baldwin @n infant) on payment to the king of 10,000 marks (Z. Y.C. 
IX, 19). This explains why the old Stuteville properties all descended to the 
Wakes rather than to the family of her second husband (by whom joan had no 
children) the Bigods. 


Joan Stuteville's second marriage was to Hugh Bigod, brother of the 4th Earl 
of Norfolk and whose son by an earlier wife was to become the 5th Earl, Hugh 
was a man of considerable eminence, among many other offices he was Governor 
of both Pickering and Scarborough Castles, later of the Tower of London and was 
Chief Justiciar of England, In Joan's Inq. Post Mortem, 1276, the value of the 
herbage of the park was put at 20 shillings yearly. In her son Baldwin's Inq. 

Post Mortem, 1282, the park was said to be ‘of a league in circuit and to contain 
seven score beasts’ (Yorks., Ing., I, 246). 


It was Baldwin's grandson, Thomas Wake (1297 - 1349) who granted land in 
Farndale to the Crutched Friars on which to build their oratory (see Kildale 
Parks), He was the second and last Lord Wake of Liddell, he married into 
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royality but failed to produce a male heir and the Wake line ended in an heiress 
who married Thomas Holland, Earl of Kent. Their son, Thomas, Duke of Surrey 
and Marshall of England, founded Mount Grace Priory, he conspired against; 
Henry IV and was beheaded in 1399, his head was fixed on London Bridge. Kirby 
Moorside would constitute only a small proportion of the duke's estates and he 
would be an ‘absentee landlord'. He complained in 1386 that his park at Kirby 
Moorside had been broken in to, his services neglected, men and merchants were 
assaulted in the market-place and his castle decayed. Obviously the estate was 
at this time ina very depressed condition which did not improve till Kirby 
Moorsidd passed by marriage into the hands of the great Neville family, Earls 

of Westmorland. 


The Nevilles built themselves a splendid but short-lived second castle 
at Kirby (doubtless using the stone from the old Stutevillé stronghold), fragments 
of which can still be seen. It became the cockpit of family quarrels and in 
order the lessen the tension was leased in Elizabethan times to Ralph Bowes who 
at once proceeded to dismantle part of the castle (R.S. 49), 


In the Humberstone Survey of 1570, made after the Rising of the North 
when the estate's of the leaders (including the Earl of Westmorland) had been 
forfeited, and reverted to the Crown, the Neville House at Kirby was said to be 
‘but simple for an earl but a good house for a gentleman’. The survey continues - 
'The park adjoineth to the site of the manor, very well planted with wood and 
timber, where-in large laundes (i.e. clearings) and is well replenished with 
fallow deer and containeth in compass two miles and a half in measure and 
CLXXVII acres, where~in is one keeper, William Bankes, which hath stipend 
yearly of LXs VIlId and such other commodities and profits as to the said office 
appertaining (Y.A.J., 1903, 17). 


Later Sir John Gibson leased the estate, he kept half the park and turned 
the other half into a farm, The ill-fated Duke of Buckingham held Kirby fora 
while but by the 17th century its importance had gone and the park turned over 
entirely to agriculture. The Duncombes bought the estate in 1695 (R.S., 49). 
The castle had been pulled down in 1616 to provide building material for a more 
suitable residence for the squire, High Hall, 


Although little remains of the Kirby Moorside park pale, the extent of the 
park can be made out with reasonable certainty bearing in mind the known length 
of the pale (25 miles), the position of the two ‘park’ farms and the direction of the 
Back of the Parks Lane. The latter, leading north from the castle, was obviously 
the approach to the park. It stops at Low Park Farm which probably was 
originally the keeper's house, The park boundary would follow the Back of the 
Parks Lane to its abrupt turn to the west which must have indicated the northern 
limits to the park, The curved Gillamoor road becomes a very likely western pale. 
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There is however a parish boundary at the northern end of the park 
which does not quite agree with the above suggestions and which may be regarded 
as an alternative northern boundary, though this would have made the park a very 
peculiar shape. 


KTLBURN PARK, near COXWOLD Map Ref, 502785 
PLACE-NAMES PERSISTING: ‘Kilburn Park’, West Park, Middle Kilburn Park Farm, 


South Kiburn Park Farm. 


There is good evidence for a park at Kilburn though it is not clear precisely when 
it was created or by whom. 


It is said locally that the area was originally a royal hunting forest and 
although there is no direct evidence for this, it may well be true for an enormous 
amount of land in the 12th century was reserved for the king's personal use. For 
what it is worth, the local inn has for long been called The Foresters' Arms, 
Equally likely the area may have been part of the vast Yorkshire lands of the 
Mowbray family. 


In 1275 Kilburn was being held by John de Eyville and his Inq, Post Mortem 
of that date includes in the extent of the lands held 'his parks and fishponds', From 
the context it would seem that the word ‘parks’ referred to the secondary meaning 
of the word, that of enclosed paddocks rather than a deer-park (Yks, Inq. 

XII, 1892), The Kilburn area in 1338 became part and parcel of the Duchy 

of Lancaster, though not, it seems, of the Castle of Pickering to which most of 
East Yorkshire Duchy land belonged Gomerville, 1,22), At the same time the 
Earl of Lancaster granted his son, the Earl of Derby, a life estate in the manor 
of Kilburn (N.R.R.S., I, 49), The deed of transfer, issued at Kenilworth on 
January 15, 1338, included ‘the woods, fishponds and all other appurtenances' 
but there is again no mention of a park. 


However there certainly was a deer-park by 1490 for on the 8th February 
of that year one Edward Fuster (i.e. Forester) was appointed 'Park-keeper' at 
Kilburn and keeper of the woods and the warren there’. Presumably he was 
appointed by the Duchy of Lancaster for it is among Duchy documents that the 
record appears (N.R.R.S., I, 118), though the appointment may have been made 
by or on behalf of the Abbot of Byland to whom Kilburn Manor had been leased in 
1446 Gomerville 1, 22). 


In 1538, shortly before the Dissolution of the Monasteries, the Prior of 
Newburgh, a very short distance away, leased to Brian Eggylfyld of Hood Grange, 
the 'sheeprayke' (raik = range) lying to the south of the 'town' of Kilburn, apparently 
where the ‘park’ named farms now lie (Yorks. Deeds, IX, 110) It is tempting to 
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think that this grant applied to the old Kilburn deer-park now reduced to the 
level of a sheepwalk. The Prior and Convent of Newburgh had been given licence 
to enclose a park in 1383 (Cal, Pat. Rolls, 1381-5, 323), Certainly at the 
Dissolution the manor and park belonged to some rnonastery of other for Henry 
VIII gave Kilburn to the Archbishop of York who thus became Lord of the Manor, 
Probably soon after this the land was turned over to agriculture and the farms 
built. 


The approximate extent of the park at Kilburn is clearly shown by the 
positions of the three 'park’ named farms. To the south of South Kilburn Park 
Farm is a significant parish boundary which can be accepted as a probable 
pale line, elsewhere its position is not so clear, 


EXCAVATION AT THORNTON-RISEBOROUGH, Noy. ~ Dec. 1977 


etn Alana at NSS Sn TCLS DS 


Preliminary Report 


Mr. R. H. Hayes and party are currently investigating a site on the lower 
slopes of Orchard Hill (Map Ref. SE 74758235), The site (which may well be 
extensive) has already produced the considerable foundations of a medieval 
manor-house of very unusual design and even more exceptional is the exotic 
nature of some of the pottery found in the upper levels. This pottery was shown 
to Mr. J. G. Hurst by Mr. Alan Aberg and Mr, Hurst reports as follows :- 

1, Six body sherds from a Type 2 Martincamp flask in light grey stoneware. 
See Thorsby Society's ‘Kirkstall Report' and 'Kings Langley’ in Medieval 
Arch, for Martincamp indentification, 16th century. 

2, Four (now five) sherds from two (3?) sepa rate Malling Maiolica Jugs. Two 
base sherds with mottled purple tin glaze on a buff body and two body sherds 
with mottled blue glaze ona reddish buff fabric. 16th century. This ware 
is well known from museum collections but is very rare on archaeological 

sites, only about half a dozen being known, so two (3?) vessels from one site is 

quite remarkable. | 

These finds are well worth a note in the Y.A.J., especially the Malling Jugs, 

which I think is the first record from Yorkshire, J.G.H. 


Editorial Note : ‘The earliest English tin-enamelled wares are the "Malling 
Jugs", so-called because the first example was excavated in the churchyard at 
West Malling in Kent, The vessels were globular in shape and had a mottled 
glaze in imitation of German wares. There is no evidence where Malling Jugs 
were made but London is the most likely place although a Continental origin 
cannot be excluded (Pottery through the Ages , by G. Savage, p. 173). 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL INDEX FOR NORTH-EAST YORKSHIRE 1976-77 


To enable this annual gazetteer to be as complete and up-to-date as possible 
brief accounts of excavations, fieldwork and the discovery of chance finds should 
be forwarded without delay to the Editor of the Index, Mr. D. Smith, 31 Greenlands 
Road, Pickering, The Editor wishes to thank all the contributors to the present 
index, 


The entries are arranged under the name of the civil parish in which they 
occur and the parishes are listed alphabetically. 


APPLE TON- LE -MOORS 


_ NY 


HAMLEY Area centred SE 744885 


The following surface finds of flint, mainly grey in colour, have been made 
by M. R. Allison within two ploughed fields of approximately 15 acres: 

(1)  66Scrapers 

(2) 6 serrated blades, 1.5 to 2 ins. in length 

(3) 3 complete leaf-shaped arrowheads and several fragmented ones 

(4) 6 microliths and many microlith-type flakes 

(5) over 400 chippings. 


BRANSDALE, NY 
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RUDLAND RIGG Centred at SE 654934 


A kidney-shaped enclosure, measuring approximately 120 metres from north 
to south x 80 metres from east to west, bounded by a stony bank, varying in width 
from 3 to 4 metres and averaging 0.5 metres in height, has been located and 
surveyed by Messrs. G. W. Goodall and D, Smith during 1977. A funnel-shaped 
entrance occurs on the east side, Internally, at SE 65489343, an arc of earth- 
fast stones may represent the remains of a circular hut, while externally, at 
SE 65529348, there is the suggestion of a rectangular foundation, 6 x 3.5 metres, 
adjoining a stony bank which extends some 60 metres north-eastwards from the 
north-east side of the enclosure. Also to the north-east of the enclosure is a 
group of 11 small cairns, between 2,5 and 5.5 metres in diameter, probably 
stone clearance heaps; and a much-weathered standing stone, 0,7 metres high, 
at SE 65539347, 


BROTTON, CLEVELAND 


ND 


COUNCIL PLAYING FIELD NZ 692198 


Mr. S. K. Chapman has submitted the following report of the 1975 and 
1976 excavations on this site by the Guisborough and District Archaeological 
Society (see Transactions, 1975, No. 18, 27-8): 


me ES ee 


During 1975 two sections were opened near the footpath running along 
the north side of the two medieval enclosures excavated previously. The 
south-west corner of a building with a clay floor anda corner post-hole filled 
with large stones was revealed. The two sides of the building had cobbles in 
the foundation trenches, associated with medieval remains, Above these 
were traces of sandstones and bricks with a thin layer of small coals and iron 
pieces including two hand sickles and a hinge. Apparently this site had been 
rebuilt and used probably as a store in the 18th/19th century. Along the south 
side of the building was a cobbled yard or road which may ha ve been part of 
the back lane of the medieval settlement. 

Work during 1976 involved the excavation of two adjoining sections which 
revealed foundation walls, 9 metres apart, on the north and south sides of a 
building with a clay floor and evidence of an internal partition with post-holes. 
A ditch was found outside the south wall with stone paving leading to a cobbled 
yard which extended to the north wali of the associated smallholding, Pottery 
finds were generally of 13th/14th century date, 


EASINGTON, CLEVELAND 
BOULBY ALUM WORKS NZ 752197 


Mr, S. K, Chapman for the Cleveland Industrial Archaeology Society has 
submitted the following report of the 1975 and 1976 excavations on the New 
Works site (see Transactions, 1975, No. 18, 28): 

In 1975 the remains of a rectangular building at NZ 750198 were cleared 
of grey shale, Situated at the extreme north end of the quarries and now on 
the cliff edge, about 140 metres above sea level, the building, 4.52 x 3.20 
metres internally, hada floor and walls of sandstone blocks with a doorway at 
the west end. The roof appears to have been of thatch and a rectangular post- 
hole in the centre of the floor was the only indication of support. Traces ofa 
fireplace were found near the east end, and a drainage th rough cut into the 
floor slabs ran south-north across the building, A quantity of early 19th 
century pottery and bottle glass was found, ‘The building appears to have been 
a shelter and mess-room in a very exposed situation, 

The clearance of a large rectanguler building was begun in 1976, It is 
associated with two reservoirs at higher levels, and is believed to be a pump- 
house for transferring water to the steeping pi ts a few metres to the north. 


EGTON, NY 


rte 


NORTH OF CASTLE HILL NZ 80870326 


In August 1976, Messrs G. W. Goodall and D. Smith noted one broken and 
one rough-out grindstone in the wall of the sheepfold north of the Castle Hill. 
Another possible rough-out lay between the sheepfold and the field wall to the 
south, anda further rough-out was built into the wall on the east side of the road 
to the north-east. 


ROMAN CAMP, LEASE RIGG NZ 814042 


Following a survey by the Royal Commission on Historical Monuments 
earlier in the year, in August 1976 excavations were undertaken at Lease Rigg 
Roman Camp by Mr, B. R. Hartley on behalf of the Department of the 
Environment, in view of incipient drainage works and increasing plough damage. 
Excellent aerial photographs taken by Mr. A. L. Pacitto in July 1976 helped to 
elucidate the nature of the site considerably. 

A long narrow enclosure (A), aligned more or less north to south and 
surrounded by a single V-shaped ditch, was revealed during excavations in 
1958 by members of the Society under the direction of Messrs, R. H. Hayes and 
J. G. Rutter (see Wade's Causeway, Scarborough & District Arch. Society 
Research Report No. 4, 1964, pp. 69-75), Older records also showed a bank 
and ditch parallel to the west side of A, now seen to bound a contiguous enclosure 
(8B), The west side ofA was.checked west of Betty Garth where the ditch was 
V-shaped, 7 to 10 feet wide and 5 feet deep with a squarish channel in the bottom. 
Even where cut in sand the profile was remarkably sharp, suggesting at first 
sight that it had only been open briefly. However, one section showed 
substantial remains, and another traces, of a thin lining of grey clay. Presumably 
the whole had been so treated originally. Where the clay survived peat had grown 
in the ditch. No gaps are visible in the ditch of A on the aerial photographs and 
none was found during the present excavation. The likely solution is that there 
were two entrances in the long sides, covered by the modern road on the east, 
and just north of the cottage on the west. 

Within A, to the north of Betty Garth, was a turf rampart some 16 feet 
thick, surviving to a height of 2 feet in the headland, but ploughed out almost 
entirely to the north, Its front, set back 6 feet from the inner lip of the ditch, 
was laid on massive, roughly-quarried stone, The rampart contained a few 
flint flakes and pieces of charcoal only. There was no intervallum road in the 
area investigated, but pits filled with burnt material and the emplacements of 
two successive ovens were noted. A gully parallel to the rampart and close to 
its tail had been cut only after some initial use of the site and had itself been 
filled before being cut diagonally by a gully draining to the north-east from the 
tail of the rampart. 

The internal buildings of timber provéd difficult to trace in the very dry 
conditions, Fortunately, however, the undergrowth had been burnt off in 
clearing the site and the post-trenches had fillings flecked with charcoal, 

Too little was done on the one building located to be sure of its nature, Its 
post-trenches survived to a depth of some 9 to 12 inches, but the contemporary 
surface had been removed by the plough, 

On the west side of enclosure B the ditch was roughly U-shaped, 16 feet 
wide and 7 feet deep. It had been recut after some growth of peat with a square 
channel in the bottom. The secondary filling was mainly peat at the bottom, but 
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the top of the ditch was filled with turfy clay derived from the inner bank, 
itself 17 feet wide but almost entirely levelled. 

As the R.C.H.M. survey had suggested the possiblity that the original 
site was a large one, A plus B, later reduced by inserting the west side of 
A, a broad swathe was cut between the two in order to seeif buildings 
existed in the area, There was none, and nor was there any occupation layer. 
Indeed only two or three eroded scraps of Roman pottery appeared, As the 
aerial photographs, now checked by excavation, showed the north ditch of B 
set back south of the line of the north ditch of A, it is evident that B is an. 
addition to A, presumably serving as an annexe, but it may have been almost 
contemporary with the original construction of A, or could have been added 
later, 

All the pottery from the site, including much gritted ware in native 
style associated with normal Romano-British types, falls within the period 
A.D. 70-120 without further precision possible as yet, 


FYLINGDALES, NY 


ee 


STATION ROAD, ROBIN HOOD'S BAY NZ 95110538 


A perforated stone, probably a hammer, has been found by Mr. George 
Holtz of Stormville, Station Road, while digging his back garden. Ofa fine- 
grained sandstone containing tiny fossils, it is 150mm long, 85mm wide and 
80mm deep with a cylindrical perforation 45mm diameter worked from both 
sides, Retained by the finder. 


GILLAMOOR, N 
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CRICKET FIELD SE 685898 


A polished axe in white flint was found some years ago by Mrs. W. Leng 
of Church View, Gillamoor in what is now the village cricket field. It is 
90mm long, 55mm wide at the blade and 40mm wide at the butt. Retained by 
the finder and examined by Mr, R, H. Hayes and Prof, J. E. Hemingway in 1977. 


HAROME , NY 
LOW GROUND FARM SE 656809 


Part of the base and sides of a tall Medieval jug in buff-ware, unglazed 
apart from a spot of brown near the broken handle, was found in a ploughed 
field east-north-east of Low Ground Farm by a schoolboy in 1977. Probably 
7 to 8 ins. high with rilling on the body and a splayed-out base, 2.75 ins. 
in diameter. Shown to Mr, R. H. Hayes by Mrs. M. Houlston, Harome School 
teacher. 


HUTTON BUSCEL, NY 


———— 


ANCAT FARM SE 964864 


The following surface finds were made north-west of Ancat Farm by R. 
and J. Jefferson in October 1976: 


~ dja = 


(1) A fragment of a dark blue glass bangle with inlaid yellow bands, It is 
of semi-circular section, 12mm wide and 8mm thick. Three other glass 
bangles are known from North-east Yorkshire (see Y.A.J., Vol. 42, 
pt. 166, 1968, pp. 125-126). 
(2) A thick weathered body sherd of coarse grey-brown Romano-British ware 
(3) 7 flint scrapers 
(4) Sherds of 18th century type stoneware. 


KINGTHORPE , NY 


STONY GATE SE 83348796 


A number of Romano-British sherds was found by Messrs. G. W. Goodall 
and D. Smith in March 1977 at the foot of Stony Gate on an area of dark soil 
revealed by ploughing. The pottery is mainly calcite-gritted ware, but includes 
one thin wall sherd of Castor type ware in pinkish fabric, colour-coated slate 
and decorated with lines of rouletting. A quantity of flint chippings was 
picked up from the same area, 


KIRBYMOORSIDE , NY 
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PARK LANE SE 69508689 


An iron barbed and socketed hunting arrow-head of Medieval date has been 
found by Miss Berriman in the garden of No, 1 Park Lane. Itis 2.5 ins. long 
and would have been 1. 5ins. wide across the barbs, but one has been breéken 
off, A similar example from Low Petergate, York came from a layer dated to 
the 13th century (see Y.A.J., Vol. 44, 1972, p. 94, Fig.. 20, No. 2). 


LE VISHAM, NY 
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ST, MARY'S CHURCH . SE 832900 


In March 1977 Mr, Richard Hall of the York Archaeological Trust directed 
an excavation in the nave of the redundant St. Mary's Church prior to the 
reflooring of the building. Details of the excavation are forthcoming. 


WHORLTON, NY 


a lr 


KNOLLS END, LIVE MOOR Centred at NZ 496012 


A previously unrecorded Iron Age promontory fort was identified on air 
photographs (Meridan Air Maps, Flight 022/73, Nos. 031-033) by Mr, D, Smith 
in March 1977. Subsequently, after examination on the ground, a survey of 
the site was made by Messrs. G. W. Goodall and D. Smith in August 1977, A 
single rampart with an external ditch extends across the west-facing spur of 
Live Moor to enclose an area of approximately 2 acres known as Knolls End, 
Where best preserved the rampart is 7.5 metres wide and 2.3 metres high 
externally and 0.5 metres internally, while the ditch is up to 1.5 metres wide 
and 0.6 metres deep, The work has been mutilated in the past by quarrying and 
by associated trackways, but a gap in the rampart and ditch at NZ 49640126 
probably represents an original entrance. 
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